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From our President 
 
     Notes and   

             Lessons from  
             Internationals 

 
Hearty congratulations are in order for Alliance  
members Richard Reeve, Adrian Gimpel, Ian 
Mulholland, and Dan Millgate for their overwhelming 
successes at Internationals in Anaheim.  They sang 
Advance Australia Fair before the opening quartet 
session, did a fantastic job in the Quartet competition, 
scoring 75.7 while getting one of the best audience 
responses of the session, and they wowed the 
audience at the World Harmony Jamboree with their 
moving Australiana package. In fact, the wife of the 
BABS President was moved to tears with Alliance's 
emotional delivery of I Am Australian. For more details 
on the Convention week from their perspective please 
read their article on page 9. 
 
Here are a few observations from the competitions. 
Whether these would work for you in Hobart is up to 
your Quartet, or your Music Director and music team.  
But 95% of the Quartet and Chorus performances had 
their ballad first, and up-tune second.  For apparel, 
virtually every chorus wore black suits with brightly 
coloured shirts and/or vests. And I was struck with the 
number of times key words were embellished with 
breathy consonants – such as "Huh-wwhhhhyy did he 
go….", or Haa-oooow  can  it be…"  Also the dynamic 
ranges were awesome.  Some choruses sang their 
entire song at no more than a 7 out of 10 level – 
although it seemed very powerful – and then finished 
with a "pin your ears back" 10/10.  We've been told this 
scores of times, but when you hear it in person it's jaw 
dropping! And can you imagine a 160 voice chorus 
ending a ballad so softly you have to lean forward in 
your seat and look at their mouths to see if they're still 
singing??  It happened, and it was a magical moment.  
Can we do that??  Well why not??? 
 
The Chorus and Quartet performances in Anaheim 
show that our artform of singing in the Barbershop style 
just keeps getting better and better - which is good 
because the best way to keep our cherished avocation 

alive is to improve at every level, and at every 
opportunity.  At the individual quartet and chorus level 
we want our next sing-out, or performance, or show to 
be the best one we've ever done. That will only happen 
if our personal performance is the best ever.  Seeing 
the results presented by Alliance and the rest of the 
International’s performers just reinforces for me the 
concept of a personal rededication to learn, to listen, to 
focus, and to do all the things we know how to do, but 
to do them with a renewed intensity.  Each of us can 
make a difference.  Let's show the judges in Hobart just 
how intense barbershopping in Australia can be!! 
 

In Harmony, 
Mike D  
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From our Secretary   
 
It seems that some Clubs and Quartets are not keeping us updated with your contact details, which means that some 
important emails, especially in this, our Convention year, are not getting through.  Could you please check the listing for 
your Club or Quartet on the AAMBS website to ensure that the details we have for you are current and, if they are out of 

date, let me have your updated information ASAP. 
 
Club Secretaries will have received copies of your Club’s registered membership details by now – you should check this information very 
carefully against your records to ensure that all members of your Club are currently financial members of AAMBS.  If they are not, they 
are not eligible to compete at our Convention in Hobart and definitely are not covered by AAMBS Insurance.   Moreover, if any ineligible 
person is included in a Chorus performance, that Chorus may be disqualified. 
 
It is up to you to make sure that the information we have is up to date. 

In Harmony, Kevin White 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________+__ 

 

From our VP Marketing   
 
As the weeks tick by our eighteen choruses and thirty six quartets hone up their Hobart bound skills. Let your local 
newspaper be aware of your trip. Quartet pictures are always good news value and are sometimes just an e-mail or 
phone call away from your local journalist.  
 

Give your locality a preview of what you are about to perform and seek every opportunity to perform before a live audience. It's a great 
performance builder. The four members of a quartet practising in a lounge room is no substitute for audience feed back. On many 
occasions we have suffered in sympathy both at Regionals and National competitions when an albeit talented group with fine matched 
voices make an error or their performance deteriorates when they know they have made a mistake and the nerves take over. Invariably 
they know that their last performance was great,  
 
If our Barbershopping Clans have any continuing fault it is that they miss opportunities to sing to a public audience. Get out there and 
enjoy yourselves. Already we are hearing "we are saving ourselves for our Hobart preparation".  Get out and hone up!!! There was even 
one occasion in a mass sing out at the commencement of a National Convention in front of a local crowd where one MD instructed his 
chorus to just mime the polecats and rest their voices. Give us a break!   
 
By all indications the Hobart boys are preparing what promises to be a most enjoyable few days. Don't forget to stay on and visit around 
for those especially who have not visited Tasmania. It is a delightful location. So fellows - We all know it is nice to win a medal but let's not 
forget why we sing and meet together on these rare occasions. 
 
Enjoy your singing and let your neighbourhood enjoy your performance before you go. 
 
Club officials RING THAT REPORTER TODAY. 

Derek Churchill 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From our VP Youth Development   
 
There is exciting news for young barbershoppers all over Australia with the AAMBS announcing that in addition to the 
Youth Quartet competition we will be staging of our first national Youth Chorus Competition to be held on the Thursday 
afternoon of the Hobart convention. 
 
What is more exciting is that we already have choruses from Perth, Adelaide and Queensland committed to competing 
and a strong possibility of a local group from Hobart being in the swim.  

 
The Youth Quartet Competition will be held after the Chorus Comp. and nominations are rolling in for this event with quartets from Perth, 
Adelaide, Gold Coast and Hobart in the comp. To check out the competition rules and download nomination forms go to 
www.youngsingers.com.au  For those choruses who don’t have a quartet or chorus registered for Hobart, it’s not too late. The Young 
Singers stands ready to assist with music, learning tracks and coaching assistance.  
 
Why not use this event to get your Chorus Youth Programme up and running. There is nothing like associating with other young singers to 
excite the youth from your area. There will be special activities and coaching for the young people attending Hobart.  All we need is a 
motivated member of your chorus to co-ordinate the establishment of a youth cell. Don’t sit by and wait for someone else to do this for you 
make it happen yourself. Young singers are very fast to learn music. 
 
I await your contact. 

Steve Griffin (VP Youth Development) 



Issue 111 Barbershop Notes –July/August 2009 3 

From our VP Music   
 
 
DIRECTOR COACHING 
 

NZABS (our New Zealand friends) has made great advances over the last couple of years with the quality of their choruses and quartets; 
are we keeping up with international competition; no mean feat. How have they done this? Let me quote from their May 09 newsletter. 
 
“Your Board has been spending up large and needs to be up front about why and for what. Two major items have consumed most of our 
currently available resources. The MD Training Program has absorbed $14,000 in 2008 and is expected to cost a further $16,000 this 
year. Value for money? You bet. Plenty of feedback has been received from members praising what is being done. You, the membership, 
at the 2007 Convention in Dunedin, asked that this be the priority. The second big ticket item is Youth Barbershop. National Co-ordinator, 
Matt Gifford, provided a strong development plan for 2009 and was granted a budget of $10,500 - as much as NZABS could afford. Is this 
value for money? Of course. It's an investment in our future. Look at our quartets and choruses of young men taking on the best in the 
world. There's been little room for any other spending. Management, travel and sundry costs are pruned to a minimum.” 
 
AAMBS has available funds that are significantly higher than NZ, for this program and have offered coaching to front line directors 
anywhere in Australia at no cost; to date only six have taken it on for a total expenditure of $1,690. This program was to work towards 
better performances and improved scores in Hobart, but now 80% of choruses have missed out. I will continue, however, to try to 
persuade directors to take the program on next year.  
 
Comments from coached directors 
 
From Russell Kindervater – Canberra Chordsmen 

I found that the training session benefited me by giving me a more disciplined perspective for rehearsals.  I find that I am giving 
more precise directions when conducting and that I am more aware of the vocal production process. The chorus is singing with 
more expression, better breathing technique and precision as a result of the training. The chorus was very appreciative of the 
training session. I hope to revisit, through recordings, the training sessions. 

 
From Andrew Bradley – Fleurieu  Harmony Chorus 

Over the last year I have taken the step of learning how to direct, and quickly found out that there’s more to it than keeping the 
beat and lifting your left shoulder when the leads go flat. I really appreciated Ian’s input, being fairly new to directing my stye 
could be described as a bit random and over expressive (Hard to follow).  Ian’s insights have given me a solid base directing 
style to return to once the frantic arm flailing in the loud bits is over! Training in directing and the fundamentals of the barbershop 
style has been useful in the arrangements I’m working on. I have been watching the styles of various directors and taking the 
best from all of them I hope that Harmony College in September will add more tools to my toolbox.  Thank you once a gain for 
your time and patience. 

 
From Graham Morrow – The Misty Mountain Moonshiners 

Generally, our chorus is quite happy with the results of the coaching here. I am a lot more confident in what I am trying to get 
each member to do. I have a much wider scope of things I can do, such as writing music and being able to listen to the different 
voices. Our warm-ups are fun now rather than previously when it was perceived as “something we should do I suppose”. Our 
rehearsals are much more ordered and disciplined with the result that our overall performances have improved. 

 
From Graham Whetter – Festival Statesmen 

Your visit was greatly appreciated and we thank AAMBS for the opportunity. At a personal level I found myself challenged in the 
way I do things as a director. Even though I have not changed some things, I always have in my mind the things I was told and 
shown and find myself using some of the techniques as I seek to improve my directing.  The invisible box I direct in is probably 
not as small  as you would like to see, but is smaller than previously. The end result for me at the moment is flair in a smaller 
area. All this I am sure will, over time, make me a better director more easily 'read' by my chorus. That is their benefit as they will 
perform at a higher standard. Thanks for your help. 

 
 
HARMONY COLLEGE 
 
The second newsletter is now available through your chorus secretary or on the convention website; select HARMONY COLLEGE. The 
numbers are slowly growing but with the limitations on various room configurations, if you don’t book soon you may finish up down among 
the snorers. The cheap airfares are also running out fast. 
 
Help me out here; September 27th is not very far away and I need to get the session selection out for you to return in the next few weeks 
so that I can finalise the program. This is very difficult to do when all the registrations are not in. 

Ian Miller 
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From our VP Conventions   
 
 

 

Convention Checklist 
 

 July 8th – closing date for open & senior quartet and chorus comp. entries 
 July 15th – closing date for early-bird registrations (payments by July 31st) 
 July 15th – promotional products orders due to your club rep. 
 July 31st – early bird payments due. 
 August 15th – closing date for all registrations (payments by August 31st) 
 August 24th – closing date for youth and schools competitions 
 August 30th – all final registration payments due 
 September 23rd – meet and greet day 
 September 24th – welcome ceremony and youth competitions, Welcome Dinner 
 September 25th – open and seniors quartet semi-finals and open final 
 September 26th – chorus competition and Harmony Spectacular 
 September 27th – AAMBS Forum – have your say and then off to Harmony College 
 September 30th – home and sleep 

 
If you look at the checklist above then you will notice that some of the dates have already passed. The excitement is 
growing as the date speeds ever closer. 
 
Of course, that list is only a sketch. There’s tons more. To get the detail, visit the web sites – do it now… well, after you 
have read to the bottom of the page. 
 
Young Singers – http://www.youngsingers.com.au/ 
 
 
Convention – http://www.barbershopconvention.com.au/Convention2009/ 
 

Heritage Harmony 
 
The notion of heritage is the underlying theme of this convention. Hobart, as Australia’s second oldest city (and at the 
finish of that yacht race starting in the oldest city each Boxing Day) has a wonderful range of built heritage. 
 
AAMBS itself has a heritage stretching back to 1991 when the first national convention took place on the Gold Coast 
and here we are about to stage the 10th in 2009. Of course, there were barbershoppers strutting their stuff in Australia 
back at least 25 years, some of whom are still with us and still singing. There was a barbershop quartet, The Nutones, 
entertaining in Launceston back in the ‘60’s when I was still in high school. My best friend’s father sang in it. 
 
In order to celebrate this history and to recognise our heritage we are putting together a chorus made up from all those 
men who have won medals in open competition. I note that about half of those singers are still part of the organization. 
This might be an opportunity to attract some of them back. 
 
If you fit the bill and have not been contacted about joining this chorus or you know someone who might be interested 
but may not have heard of this exciting opportunity please contact me at conventions@aambs.org.au and I will forward 
details. 
 
I would like to have a heritage wall at Convention Headquarters where we can display photographs illustrating our past. 
If you have something you would like to display for the wider membership then bring it (or better a copy) with you. Andy 
Aberle will have his book detailing the history of the barbershop movement in Australia available for purchase. Heritage 
is a great foundation upon which to launch into the future. 
 
As always, if you have any ideas, worries or queries please don’t hesitate to contact me. Remember, the dumbest 
question is always the one you didn’t ask. It’s your convention but it’s my aim is that you should get the most possible 
out of it. 
 
BTW, if you have missed one or more of the deadlines it may not be too late to do something about it.  
 
Don’t die wondering, ask. 
 

Richard Gardam 
 

PS. Now you can go to the web sites… 
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July 09 

It looks like everything is shaping up for a great Convention. Eighteen choruses have registered for the Open 
Chorus Competition on Saturday. That’s five more than at our last convention.   And there will be 36 quartets 

competing in the Open and Senior Competitions. Again, this is a significant increase in numbers over past 
conventions.  At the close of Early Bird Registration we had over 700 delegates. And there is still room for 
more!   Our local committee is working hard to make your Hobart experience as good as possible. We look 

forward to welcoming you to our city.

THURSDAY  
Thursday is going to be a great day at the historic Theatre 
Royal.  
 
We begin at noon with the Civic Welcome and Massed Sing.   
 
In the afternoon there will be the usual Schools Quartet 
competition. And this Convention, for the first time, the 
Youth Quartet Competition is also on Thursday after noon.   
 
A further highlight this Convention is a new Schools and 
Youth Chorus Competition.  
 
We encourage as many delegates as possible to atten d 
and support our young singers.   
 
STAGE LEFT/ STAGE RIGHT 
Competitors will walk on Stage Right and off Stage Left. 
These directions are as you face the audience. Go to the 
Convention website, Stage, for details. 
 
HARMONY SPECTACULAR TICKETS 
It is planned that tickets to attend Harmony Spectacular for 
family and friends who are not delegates will be available 
online  from 15th July at http://www.centertainment.com.au/.  
Tickets bought online are $40 each plus booking fees. 
 
To give barbershoppers a chance to get to the front of the 
queue, the public launch of Harmony Spectacular in Hobart will 
be delayed until early August. Get in quickly, there will only be 
300 public tickets available!  
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
Our official photographers Photomakers will make a record of 
all competing quartets and choruses. They will also make a 
record of the Massed Sing and Welcome Dinner.  
 
Photos will be available during the Convention and afterwards 
online:  

o Quartets (6 x 9 inch) single matte enlargement, $10 
each  

o Choruses (8 x 12 inch) single matte enlargements, $15 
each 

 
As well, we have negotiated a special bulk price of $10 per 
photograph if 50% or more of your Chorus members or der 
a single 8 x 12 inches matte enlargement. 
 
An order form will come to choruses soon for this bulk 
purchase offer. 
 
MASSED SING 
For the first time ever, the Civic Welcome and Massed Sing 
will occur indoors. It’s at the Theatre Royal, Australia’s oldest 

working theatre. Theatre Royal is nearby to Convention HQ, 
Hotel Grand Chancellor. 
 
The Songs this year are: The Old Songs, Nellie Chorus, Sweet 
and Lovely, Heart of My Heart, My Wild Irish Rose, Honey/Lil 
Lize, Let Me Call You Sweet Heart, Down Our Way, Shine On 
Me, I Still Call Australia Home.  
 
CHORUSES COMPETING 
Two new choruses will join the Open Chorus Competition. The 
Hume Highwaymen is a small joint chorus made up of men 
from the recently formed Wagga Wagga Men’s Barbershop 
Club and The Canberra Chordsmen. For Convention, they are 
 registered as a Canberra Club chorus under MD Russell 
Kindervater.   
 
The Festival Statesmen Youth Chorus will also compete. Many 
members of this Chorus will also compete in the quartet 
competitions.  
 
REGISTRATION  
The latest you can now register is 15th August.  Go to  

www.conventionwise.com.au/yourconference.html and register 
online.  
 
SESSION TICKETS 
If you have friends or family in Hobart at Convention time they 
can buy tickets to attend the contest sessions. They will be 
available at the Information Desk at Convention HQ.  
 
ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 
We are eligible for a Meet In Tasmania Incentive based on the 
number of delegates staying in registered accommodation for 
a minimum of 2 nights.  
 
We need your help!! Please make sure:  
·  All delegates’ names are listed against room bookings 

rather than a generic chorus name or the name of a 
single individual if you are sharing. 

·  At Convention registration check-in please provide us 
with the name of your accommodation venue and the 
name(s) of delegates you are sharing with. This will help 
us verify the claim. 

 
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 
Quite a few delegates have already booked up for the: 

·  Mt. Wellington and City tour 
·  Cascade Brewery tour and 
·  Evening Meal at Shippies Hotel in Battery Point. 

 
Bookings will be open until these events are full. Go online at 
the convention website www.barbershopconvention.com.au
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RRREEEMMMOOOVVVEEE   AAALLLLLL   RRREEEDDD   FFFLLLAAAGGGSSS      
   

(((TTTHHHIIINNNGGGSSS   TTTHHHAAATTT   GGGEEETTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   WWWAAAYYY   OOOFFF   AAA   111000000   SSSCCCOOORRREEE      
FFFRRROOOMMM   EEEAAACCCHHH   JJJUUUDDDGGGEEE   FFFOOORRR   EEEAAACCCHHH   SSSOOONNNGGG)))   

   
 
 
Dear Singers, 
 
The Convention mammoth is just around the corner and for those who are well under way with their preparations 
EXCELLENT! Read on regardless as this article is a timely reminder for those who think they are ready and those whom 
have started alike.  
 
Yes, you can always do with a couple of extra rehearsals, so why not ensure that you don't need additional rehearsals? As 
an active member of a competitive singing group you have a responsibility to, at the very least, ensure you go on stage 
singing the correct words and notes every time you sing your songs (surely this would be "Director Heaven"!). Is this 
statement unreasonable? I believe not and it can be done and no, it is not too late! You can ensure this happens; no one 
else can do this for you. Set yourself the target of say "all notes correct and words (in the correct order!)" by the end of this 
week. Ask to be assessed  by someone who can give you the required accurate feedback, or get your tape/mp3/cd in to 
your section leader ASAP, it's never too late to identify, correct and re-program.  
 
Go on stage without any red flags (oh sorry, except that nifty choreo clothing change!) for the judges. You collectively and 
individually set the score , not the judges, amongst other things they are trained to recognise and award you a score 
based on what you reveal to them. All red flags in your performance will allow the judges to pigeon hole your chorus into a 
bracket of points immediately, judges can add and remove as they see fit, but as soon as they see and then hear you, you 
will be in a score bracket. There are many people who can tell you about additional red flags (poor intonation, weak vowels, 
lack of unison - in every sense of the word!), sagging phrase endings, bumpy or odd interpretation etc. etc., so rest assured 
you really do have control over the end result and your score. 
 
Don't be one of the 10-12% of members (based on several real life quality improvement exercises) in all choruses that go on 
stage knowingly, NOT knowing their part backwards. Check yourself regularly, even if you have demonstrated once that you 
can get it right, it's amazing how even the most competent of singers can allow bad habits to creep in! 
 
"Remove those red FLAGS”  you have control over, which is nearly all performance elements! If you want to influence the 
removal of the red flags that you feel you have less control over, put yourself up for a music leadership position within the 
chorus, learn to read music, ask for assistance, ensure you are keeping your side of the equation up. To sing is a 
privilege, to sing in harmony is an honour, and to sing formalised arrangements in a structured compet ition is a gift 
to you and your audience.  Learn your songs, diligently, check you've learned them (again) and ask someone to watch and 
listen to you. Use your partners to give you honest feedback, even if they are not qualified (musically), they can give you 
feedback on how you look (facially and bodily), whether it sounded believable and whether you may have sung some wrong 
words and some can even tell you that you may have sung some wrong notes. Don't wait until your section leader tells you, 
you tell him and then fix it, or ask for help to fix it. 
 
Accuracy and consistency  will be the keys to musical success and advancement, then your leaders can assist you 
towards transcending through your technique into the realms of artistry....this is where all competitors should want to be..... 
 
 Good luck - "Remove those red flags"  
 

Jim Catt - Life Member - Shannon Express (UK)  
and Sydney Harmony (AUS) 
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It’s official ……. 
SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!  
  
And singing in a group is even better! 
 
Barbershop style men’s choir, the Sydney Harmony Chorus, are 
in no doubt they’re not just having fun  .....  the latest medical 
evidence proves they’re also keeping fit! 

 
Sydney Harmony Chorus 

members with host Dr Andrew 
Rochford on Channel 9’s 
“What’s Good for You”      

 
“Boost Your Brain” doctor, 
Helena Popovic, says the 

overwhelming weight of international research links singing with 
lower heart rate, decreased blood pressure and reduced stress. 
There’s also increased lung capacity, better posture, lower 
incidence of asthma – plus the emotional benefits of singing as 
part of a group. 
 
“It goes even further,” says the vivacious medico whose motto 
is ‘follow your heart and you’ll live a life you love’. 
 
“Playing music is associated with lower incidences of dementia 
and Altzheimers ……  it’s another testament to the power of 
‘neuroplasticity. 
 
“Beyond the aerobic benefits that promote heart health and give 
you a longer life, singing gives you a better life because it 
boosts your brain,” adds Dr Popovic.“   The endorphins and 
other neurochemicals that are stimulated when you take up 
singing –  no matter how late in life – open new pathways in the 
brain.”  Well-known Media lifestyle doctor and cardiologist, Dr 
Ross Walker, agrees. 
 
“If absence makes the heart grow fonder .....  music makes the 
heart grow stronger!” 
 
Long-time member of the cheery all-male choir and 
Northern Beaches GP, Dr Michael Beilby, is in no doubt 
they’re right. 
 
“It’s great facial exercise too; I owe my boyish good looks 
entirely to singing,” he says - with a grin! 
 
Barbershop music is a type of a cappella (unaccompanied) 
vocal music originally sung in quartets in the USA. Tenor, 
baritone and bass singers harmonise around a ‘lead’ singer. 
 
The choir perform regularly and compete in Eisteddfods and 
national, even international events. Late last year they sang 
up a storm in Hawaii and this September is the big one: the 
AAMBS Convention in Hobart. The Australian Association of 
Men’s Barbershop Singers – with around 1000 members – 
holds its biennial convention including international guests, 
healthy competition and a stunning finale featuring the 
biggest sing in the southern hemisphere. That’s hearty! 
 
Sydney Harmony welcomes new members. 
 

Visit www.sydneyharmony.com.au 
or email secretary@sydneyharmony.com.au 

 
*** AAMBS NEEDS 

CONTEST 
ADMINISTRATORS ***  

 
Every Barbershop contest 

requires planning and control 
by a … 

CONTEST ADMINISTRATOR. 
 

That could be YOU,  
a MEMBER OF YOUR 

FAMILY,  
or SOMEONE YOU KNOW! 

 
We are recruiting NOW, so get busy thinking and / 

or  
talking to your relations and friends. 

 
No music skills are needed.  

If you or your ‘target’ enjoy administration,  
can get along with people, 

and are willing to learn a few rules, this could be for 
you or yours. 

 
Contest Administrators in AAMBS are members of 

the 
AAMBS / NZABS Guild of Judges and  

Contest Administrators.  
As such, they enjoy the same privileges as judges,  

whilst accepting some similar obligations. 
 

To become a Contest Administrator in AAMBS, you 
need to qualify 

by attending a Contest Administration course run by 
AAMBS.  

 
The next course will be held in Hobart from 21-23 

September 2009,  
at the 2009 AAMBS Contest and Judging School -  
that’s immediately prior to our 2009 Convention,  

so it can be easily swept up in the same trip! 
 

For details, contact David Brown 
’phone (02) 4322 1167 

email: dbrown@comcen.com.au  
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International 
Convention 
Report…..   

               Alliance Quartet  
 
What a BLAST we had! If you EVER get a chance to go to an 
International Convention, take it. 
 
Here is our report on our attendance and performance at the 
recent International Convention in Anaheim, California, at which 
we were honoured to represent AAMBS. 
 
Although Anaheim, a south-eastern district of Los Angeles near 
Disneyland was our destination, we first flew to Denver to meet 
up with long time friend and coach, Eddie Martinez, for a few 
days of final coaching and preparation. Eddie had also arranged 
for us to sing on the Sound of the Rockies (4th placed 
International chorus) show. What a thrill that was, and what a 
thrill to walk into the dressing room to meet the guys from Storm 
Front (3rd placed International quartet) being coached by two of 
the stars of barbershop, Rick la Rosa and Chad Guyton. 
 
We spent three wonderful days in the Rocky Mountains with 
Eddie, staying in a cabin, eating, sleeping and singing 
barbershop all day. What a treat! That final coaching put the 
final polish on our performance and we can’t thank Eddie 
enough for giving up his vacation time to spend with us. We just 
hope he doesn’t show anyone the photos! 

 
The Mountain Cabin in the 

Rockies, which became 
Aussie territory – for a 

short time 
 
Then we flew down to LA, 
and into the excitement 
that is an International 
Convention. Our first foray 

into Harmony Marketplace resulted in us singing a song for Mike 
Slamka (Lead of Crossroads the 2009 International quartet 
champions), and meeting lots of old friends. After pushing our 
credit cards to the limit stocking up on T-shirts and all the latest 
recordings of the top groups, we ventured into the hotel lobby 
for an evening of singing tags and catching up with people. 

 
Alliance singing to Mike Slamka in 

Anaheim 
 
Our first official performance was 
to sing Advance Australia Fair at 
the start of the competition 
sessions at 11am on Wednesday 

1 July. That went well and gave us a good feel for the stage and 
sound setup. 
 
Our competition time was 9pm on Wednesday evening, so we 
were able to watch the first session of quartet competition, 
where we realised (as if we didn’t know already) that the 
competition was going to be pretty fierce. We were very pleased 
with our performance in the contest. It was great to receive 
numerous “shout-outs” during the webcast interview, and we 
want to thank everyone who watched. We hope you enjoyed it 
as much as we did. We performed as well as we had hoped, 

and scored an average of 75.7%, just 0.3% below our target of 
76%. That’s the highest score ever by an AAMBS quartet at 
International, and included a couple of 81s, so we are justifiably 
proud of that! 
 
Our other official performance was at the World Harmony 
Jamboree dinner show on Thursday. That went well too, and 
there were many acts from around the world, which was a 
smorgasbord of talent for the audience. We gave the audience 
some Aussie flavour with I Am Australian and our medley of 
Waltzing Matilda and I Still Call Australia Home. 
 
Highlights of the Convention would have to be Crossroads 
quartet performance of Lucky Old Sun, which ended up with 
everyone crying and screaming for more, and the performances 
of the Vocal Majority and the Ambassadors of Harmony in the 
chorus contest. The VM broke the world record for the highest 
score ever in an International chorus contest, only for it to be 
broken an hour later by the Ambassadors. What a thrill! Their 
performance brought the house down, and it was so exciting to 
be there and part of that historic event. They scored an average 
99.6% for presentation, including three 100’s. 
 
After a full 4 days (and nights) of International Convention 
activities, we were absolutely spent, but wonderfully glad that 
we had had the opportunity to be part of it all. Other events 
included the AIC show, the Harmony Foundation Show and the 
Collegiate quartet contest. 
 
Affiliates did extremely well this year, with a quartet from 
Sweden (Ringmasters) winning a 4th place medal, and the 
Musical Island Boys from New Zealand finishing 10th. It’s the 
first time EVER that an affiliate has finished in the top 10 (and 
there were two this year), and the first time EVER an affiliate 
group has won an International medal in open competition. The 
youth choruses from Sweden (7th) and New Zealand (10th), also 
did extremely well. 
 
There are so many people to thank for making it possible for 
Alliance to go to International. We hope we don’t miss anyone 
out! First of all, AAMBS, who nominated us and gave us a 
$4,000 subsidy. Then there was our chapter, Vocal Evolution, 
who supported us with a number of fundraising events. Thanks 
to all of the acts who performed on our fund-raising concert in 
April, Nexus, BlackJaQ, VE, Johnny Young Talent School, 
Ambrosia String Quartet, and MC Mike Donnelly. Our wonderful 
friends from Hills Harmony, who have supported us over the 
years and put on a fund-raising concert for us in Sydney. Our 
families who have always allowed us the time to devote to 
perfecting our barbershop skills. All of our supporters from the 
Men In Harmony and West Coast Chordsmen choruses in 
Perth, and to all members of Western Region. To the Eastern 
Region for inviting us to be part of your weekend workshop in 
February, another great opportunity for us to hone and share 
our skills with fellow barbershoppers. To our coaches, Jo 
Oosterhoff, Gordon Brockway and Eddie Martinez, thank you for 
your patience, and to all others who have supported our fund-
raising efforts, especially Terry Wheeler, Warren Beckwith and 
Lawrie Stanley, we say thanks. 
 
Like we said at the start of this article, if you ever get a chance 
to go to an International Convention, grab it – with both hands. 
You will never regret it. 

Sing-cerely, 
Adrian, Dan, Ian and Richard 

Alliance Quartet 
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Recently our chorus celebrated its 
15th birthday. We were fortunate to 
attract many former members, 
supporters and music directors to 
join us for a barbeque luncheon.  It 
was a harmonious afternoon with 
photographs, memorabilia and 
stories to tell, as well as some 

impromptu barbershop singing to the delight of the neighbours.  
We have focused on improving our barbershop chorus singing 
and at the May Sunshine Region Convention in Ipswich the 
Bayside Barbershop Singers took out the small chorus title.   We 
received very valuable feedback from the judges on appropriate 
song selection for a small chorus. We have taken that advice on 
board and are busy polishing two new and hopefully non-
controversial songs which should ensure that we are a serious 
threat in the national small chorus competition in Hobart. 
 
Our small chorus boasts three (3) quartets, Chordite, Nostalgia 
and Jim and Tonics.  Each of our quartets qualified to compete 
in the Hobart National Convention with Jim and Tonics receiving 
the silver medal in the Senior section. 
 
At the National Convention there will be thirteen (13) men on the 
risers plus the Music Director, Nick Ellis.   Nine (9) out of the 
fourteen (14) man contingent will be involved in the quartet 
competition. Our chorus is proud to achieve this high 
percentage of involvement in quartets. We wonder if that is a 
record? 
 
We look forward to catching up with old friends and making new 
friends at Hobart.  See you there.  

Chris Sheehan 
Secretary 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 
How does a chorus wind down after a 
momentous Saturday at the Sunshine 
Regionals? Try having a Bunnings' 
Sausage Sizzle on the following 
day…more by coincidence of course!  

Although we had to miss some of the enjoyable Afterglow  
activities of The Regionals to be refreshed for the early start on 
the Sunday, the relaxed chorusing in the Bunnings’ environment 
by scratch quartets, Octets and HAH groups, whilst cooking 
some snags was good medicine. (Thanks to Nick Currie, Ross 
Fulloon and Cam Broom for the organizing.) That’s what makes 
a super HAH weekend! 
 
Performing for the first 
time in Barbershop 
Competition, HAH 
debuted with pride our 
new walk-out and 
stage uniforms to the 
Barbershop Fraternity. 
HAH’s medium-sized 
chorus felt rewarded 
for the hard work by 
our committed and 
enthusiastic members. Murray McLeod, Andrew Train, Paul 
Weir and Michael Williams, our newest members at the time, 
must be congratulated for coming so far in such a short time to 
experience the thrill. What a joy for HAH as first timers in the 
competition to sing in the Evening Showcase. To say we came 
away stoked is putting it mildly. Each singer came away feeling 

good about his own development as a singer in a very special 
chorus. Our very own quartet, Left Field, of Mike Wells (Tenor), 
Shane Krog (Lead), Reeve Waugh (Bass) and Tony Hynes 
(Bari) who work so hard at refining their music, certainly arrived 
on the quartet scene. Thank you to all our barbershopping 
friends and judges for your genuine positive feedback. 
Enormous thanks goes, of course, to our wonderful MD, Mike 
Ludwig, whom we know was very proud of us. 
 
We are certainly aware of how significant a part our partners 
and families have played in our journey thus far. Who could 
have missed their hollering, cheering and clapping at the 
Regionals? Thanks is extended to Beris Ludwig and Mary Wells 
who assisted in the Competition Loop and to Liz Phythian for 
filming the competition for the Regionals. HAH members were 
deeply appreciative of the orange bow-tie lapel pins that their 
partners pinned on their jackets at our pre-regional, full-dress 
rehearsal concert. 
 
Whilst HAH knows that competitive singing keeps us on our 
toes, the enjoyment & satisfaction of singing at events such as 
to Dell Pierce, Bob’s Mum, for her 80th birthday-lunch and for the 
birthday celebrations for Glen Hansson’s wife, Natalie, and her 
twin sister, Natasha, continue to hold a special place in our 
hearts. It’s also a good feeling when the pub-dining area comes 
to a standstill to listen to us sing. Good advertising too! 
 
Our latest and very successful fundraiser, billed as High 
Altitude-Cool Night, was well received by a committed and 
enthusiastic group of HAH followers who were entertained by 
HAH and a youth jazz band, Cool Nights, during a sit-down 
buffet meal. Thanks to Peter Devey for the organizing and for 
co-ordinating the event with TAFE and to Peter Devey and John 
Skerman for their guitar playing. 
 
An open-night membership drive was simply a must following 
the recent activities of Mothers’ day, the local Eisteddfod 
performance and the Sunshine Regionals. Thank you to Rosie 
Schefe for her great article in the local Toowoomba Chronicle, 
thus helping to raise our community profile (No wonder we have 
34 registered members at last count!) Despite it being a chilly 
evening, our good friends from Miner Chords, who never cease 
to miss an opportunity to support us, arrived by the car load. 
Thank you gentlemen! Since then rarely does a rehearsal go by 
without some new faces appearing to get a taste and to sample 
what we do and enjoy - namely entertain, participate and have 
supper with HAH camaraderie. 
 
As this goes to press, our President, Les Barker, is hard at work 
as our Hobart Trip Convener, ensuring a HAH team of singers 
and supporters are ready for our first foray into the national 
spotlight.  

Ivan Nugus 
(Secretary) 

___________________________________________________ 
 
Southcoast Barbershop Singers Club Have 
named the chorus Harborside Harmony 
and have developed a logo and are on a 
membership drive and aiming at a dozen or 
so members by the end of the year. 
 

The Chorus has been busy learning polecats and standard 
barbershop songs so that when some of the Fleurieu 
Harmony visit once a month we can all sing along together. It 
takes a long time to establish a repertoire when all the singers 
are new but we are getting there. 
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We were lucky to have a visit 
from the Vice President for 
Music Ian Miller at a joint 
workshop arranged with the 
Fleurieu Harmony, this was a 
great evening and our lads 
gained a lot from his vast 
knowledge of barbershop, 
thanks Ian.    

 
Some of Fleurieu Harmony &  
Harborside Harmony with Ian Miller 

  Gordon Tomlinson 
___________________________________________________ 

 
The Fleurieu Harmony Chorus 
Have had a busy month, our 
Musical Director, Tony King 
,returned from a couple of months 
visit to Brighton UK where he  had a 
couple of sings with a chorus in 
Leatherhead. The month started 
with a combined workshop with 
Harborside Harmony conducted by 

Ian Miller who  also spent a day with Andrew Bradley our 
Assistant MD passing on his directing skills. Next was The 
Adelaide Eisteddfod where we entered the small choir section 
and won an honorable 2nd prize ,this was especially pleasing 
for Andrew as he had done all the preparation work while Tony 
was away on holidays 
              
After a couple of singouts it was time for our joint fundraising 
venture Variety of Voices with The Festival Statesmen at the 
Royalty theatre in Adelaide.  The show was a mixture of 
Barbershop & Variety acts including The Fleurieu Harmony, 
Festival Statesmen, Sweet Adelines - The Sound Connection, 
 

    
Finale 
Variety of 
Voices 
2009 
 
        
Included in 
the 

program were Penguins & Salsa a new schoolboy barbershop 
quartet who gave their first public performance and "knocked 
‘em dead" and a school mothers group Ladies of Abundance 
plus a Trombone Sextet, a Contortionist and an Opera Duo, a 
good mixture of entertainment and a very successful show. 
Sadly founder member Alex Paul has at only 86 years of age, 
decided to retire from the chorus and long time member Patrick 
Cannon has also left due to move house and now finds it too far 
to travel.  We are sorry to see you go fellas. 
 
Next on the agenda for July is a membership drive.    
  

Gordon Tomlinson Secretary 
__________________________________________  
  
 
 
 
 
 

May 30th saw the Clippers involved in the 
Sunshine Regional Convention at Ipswich 
gaining second place for their performance. This 
was also an occasion for seven quartets, most of 
them newly formed, to strut their stuff in public. 
The Edenglassie Boys, Top Lip and Y Knot did 
enough to gain the judges approval to take the 

stage at the National Convention in Hobart in September. 
 
June 2nd brought down the curtain on the Clippers association 
with their rehearsal and performance venue for the past ten 
years. The move from the Old Queensland Museum to a new 
rehearsal venue nearby has now taken place and the transition 
has been quite smooth. The new venue, the home for City Care 
in Fortitude Valley, provides extensive audio-visual facilities and 
adequate rehearsal rooms for sectional rehearsals when 
required. 
 
July saw the chorus involved in a “Workshop Weekend” with 
their mentors, Virginia Humphrey-Taylor and Laurel Santry. 
Virginia made the journey from New Zealand once again. The 
chorus is benefiting from the excellent work of these two very 
talented ladies and the improvement in the quality of The 
Clippers’ singing and presentation will hopefully be revealed at 
the National Convention in September.   One outcome of the 
weekend was the appointment of three Assistant Directors to 
support the excellent motivational and musical work of the 
Clippers Director, Don Godfrey.  The three new appointees are 
Phil Wheatley, Dennis Palmer and Dermot Mallon. 
 
July 18th will see The Clippers supporting the Zonta Association 
Annual Fair. This contribution to the work of Zonta has had a 
permanent place in The Clippers calendar, never having missed 
a Zonta Fair since the chorus was established. 
 
August will be a busy month. Firstly special recognition will be 
given to Linc Abbot in the form of Life Membership of The 
Clippers. The celebration and recognition of Linc’s contribution 
to the chorus in its early years will be enhanced with birthday 
celebrations for two octogenarians, Mel McMichael and Myron 
Loving. This occasion will be an opportunity to show 
appreciation of the long service of these three gentlemen to the 
journey of The Clippers, throughout almost twenty years. 
 
Radio 4BC has come in strongly with support for the 2009 
annual Clippers Concert. Special guest artist at the Concert will 
be 4BC’s Mr Entertainment himself, Ian Maurice. The concert 
will be held in a new venue, the 1000 seat auditorium of City 
Church, 35 Thompson Street Bowen Hills. Tickets will only be 
available through Ticketek. 
 
The Clippers would like to conclude this news bulletin with the 
BIG news that all barbershoppers throughout Australia and the 
Pacific will become very familiar with over the next two years. 
Brisbane is the chosen venue for the next AAMBS Convention 
and the Pan Pacific Convention, the two events to take place 
concurrently in 2011. This will be a great event for The Clippers, 
Brisbane and Australia. The Clippers would like to leave you 
with another (see the last edition of Barbershop Notes) look at 
the logo for both these Conventions in 2011. Start planning your 
diary for this “must not miss” event just a short two years away. 

 

2011 AAMBS / Pan Pacific  

Convention Logo 

Keith Druery, Publications 

 



Issue 111 Barbershop Notes –July/August 2009 12 

A mist of anticipation shrouds the courthouse 
as the Chordsmen stand as one with eyes 
focused on the shuffling of the MD.  The Court 
turns silent as the MD lifts his gavel which he 
then crashes down on the bench. The 
softness of the pitch pipe breaks the silence 
and the energy of the risers quickly fills the 

room.  Dulcet sounds, ringing chords, magic moments of music 
harmonise to transcend the sound.  The packed audience 
absorb every drop and respond in such enthusiasm that lifts our 
performance.  The dream of every rehearsal and one we hope 
to make a reality.   
 
Fifty Men in Twenty Ten  is our ambitious plan for the new 
President and Executive. Imagine a National Convention in an 
undercover Ampitheatre which houses 4500 seated patrons, 
1600 delegates accommodated in fully equipped safari style 
tents and 42 landscaped hectares of natural Australian beauty.  
That was the venue for our Festival of Music singout on Sunday 
5th July and we were all amazed.  Ivory’s Rock Conference 
Centre – look it up on the web.  The crowd was most 
appreciative and a lot of interest was shown by prospective 
members.  The proof will not be in the pudding but in this case, 
men on the risers. 
 
June was kind to us with a single Bunnings’ sausage sizzle 
raising over $2,000 for the kitty.  Every member of the chorus 
attended and inside the quartet entertained the shoppers.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed the brotherhood that was the Regional 
Championships in May with 7 choruses and many more quartets 
converging on our home city – Ipswich.  The locals are 
becoming more attracted to our art form and each year the 
number of punters increases.  We are now hard at work for 
Hobart and looking forward to renewing friendships and creating 
more. 
 
Our MD. Mark McCann. has just returned from the international 
convention at Anaheim where he was able to observe what 
must have been an amazing competition. Mark said that this is 
the first time he has been to Internationals without the pressure 
of competing and he waxed lyrical at rehearsals about the 
experience.  
 
In the last Barbershop Notes we asked for expressions of 
interest for those who would like to be part of a chorus 
participating in the Festival Europeo Canto Coraledi Citta 
Soave, Verona Y Garda Estate. Both of these events are in 
Northern Italy and take place from Friday 25th June 2010 to 
Sunday 27th 2010 (inclusive) and Wednesday 30th June 2010 to 
Saturday 3rd July 2010 (inclusive). Closing date for expression 
of interest is 30th July 2009. If you would like more information 
please contact Ian Mackey at ibmackey@bigpond.com  

The Pen 
 

 
 
The last few months have been very busy for Hills Harmony with two 
major activities during that time.  
 
Hills Harmony combined with Central Coast Chorus, 
SOUNDWAVES and current Sweet Adelines Silver Medallists, 
Circular Keys to stage a Harmony Spectacular in April to raise funds 
for the breast cancer support group, the McGrath Foundation. Feature 

performances were also given by popular local quartets Intermission 
and HighJacked. Hills Harmony MD, Ian Fraser, stage managed the 
show with the MC, well known TV presenter Rob Palmer, keeping the 
audience of two hundred and fifty entertained and amused between 
performances. 
 
The function was arranged by the A53 Inner Wheel District 
Committee, which is part of a global women’s service organisation, as 
a fundraising activity for the McGrath Foundation. 
 
All the singers provided their services without cost with the excellent 
venue and facilities at Castle Hill RSL Club also generously provided 
without cost. The function raised close to $9,000 for the McGrath 
Foundation as well as introducing Harmony singing to many first 
timers.  All in all, a wonderful afternoon of Harmony. 
 
This was followed in May by the Third Annual Hills Harmony 
Barbershop Competition and Concert. This contest is staged each year 
primarily as a learning exercise for quartets and choruses and, this 
year, formed a prelude to the upcoming Eastern Region quartet 
qualification contest later in May. The contest was held at the 

Kellyville Anglican Church in 
Sydney with seven local 
quartets and three choruses 
participating. The contest was 
run to AAMBS’ contest rules 
and the qualified judging panel 
was made up of Ian Mulholland, 
Danny Millgate and Adrian 

Gimpel from Alliance. The fourth member of the Championship 
quartet, Richard Reeve, provided MC duties throughout the day. 
 
The quartet competition was 
won by the popular local 
quartet Intermission 
comprising Lead - Grant 
Gerber, Bass - Robbie 
Emmett, Baritone – John 
Whitlam and Tenor-Andy 
Gillings.  
 

Tenor- Andy Gillings, Bass- Robbie Emmett,  
Lead-Grant Gerber and Baritone-John Whtlam                    

 
 
 
Hills Harmony MD Ian Fraser  
gleefully accepting the winning  
chorus trophy from music judge  
Ian Mulholland.  
 
 

The chorus competition was hotly contested between Sydney 
Harmony, Hills Harmony and Penrith City Harmony with Hills 
Harmony winning the close contest 
 
The contest was followed by a Harmony in the Hills show in the 
evening featuring Alliance who showed not only why they represented 
Australia in the recent world Harmony championships in Anaheim 
USA but also that they are very talented musicians in their own right 
outside of Harmony singing. Alliance were supported by the winning 
chorus and quartet from the contest earlier in the day and provided a 
memorable show for the one hundred and forty people in the audience. 
Net proceeds of the show and contest were presented to the guys from 
Alliance which assisted with their travel expenses to Anaheim. 
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Hills Harmony’s focus has now shifted to the integration of the eight 
new applicants who applied to join the chorus following our recent 
highly successful learn-to-sing program and, preparation for the 
forthcoming Nationals in Hobart later this year.  
 
We are often asked what we will be “doing” this year and our answer 
is always the same “come to Hobart and see for yourself”. 
 

Dick Bushell 
Secretary – Hills Harmony Chorus Inc.      

_________________________________________________________ 
(Ed.  The following advertisement and photos prove that 
advertising really does work – All Clubs should try it) 

 
 

Queensland's Youth are 
digging for Gold 
  
Queensland's Young Singers are 

challenged to get together at the Gold Coast.  A new and 
independent male youth chorus, sponsored by Australia’s 
premier male Barbershop Chorus – The Blenders – was 
founded recently, and interested singers are welcome. 
 
There is a maximum age limit of 30 years. At present, the 
youngest member of the team is 12 years old. The group has 
over 20 members now. Popular music in the a capella style will 
be sung.   A first target is to participate in the Australian Youth 
Chorus and Quartet Festival in Hobart on 24th September this 
year. Teaching tapes and sheet music will be provided. 
 
 Prize money, fame and fun are the rewards. Read more about 

it: 
http://www.youngsingers.com.a
u 
 
 So all you need to do is sing 
…and make a quick decision. 
 
 
Blenders Youth Group – 1st 

meeting ! 
In Harmony 

Gunther Illek 
4 The Blenders 

 
 

AAANNNDDD   TTTHHHEEE   GGGOOOLLLDDD   SSSTTTAAARRR   GGGOOOEEESSS   TTTOOO   ………......   
   
John White of Bayside  for checking his 

details on the AAMBS Website and letting us 

have corrections to the email address we 

had listed for him.   

 

It is up to you to let Kevin White, AAMBS’ Secretary, know if our 

records are not right.   

 

In particular, members of all Club Executives and Quartets 

should check their details on the AAMBS’ website. 

 

Festival State’sMen 
 

Hi fellow Barbershoppers….  
 

We would like you to welcome: 
TThhee  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  SSTTAATTEE’’SSMMEENN  YYOOUUTTHH  CCHHOORRUUSS  

to our ranks of singers, under the direction of Jonathon 
Bligh.  
 
The chorus has been constructed by combining two youth 
and one school quartets plus two brothers of quartet 
members, and they are registered to perform in Hobart in 
September. 
 
The quartets are Flashback, The Fishbowl Boys and 
Penguins ‘n’ Salsa. 
 

 
Some of the guys rehearsing 

We take this opportunity to thank Jonathon, Charles 
Campbell High School, parents and teachers, Western 
Region and members, Adelaide Sound Connection and 
others who have assisted in the formation, coaching and 
support of this enthusiastic  young group and we are 
wishing them the best as they prepare for their Hobart 
debut. 
 
Meanwhile , back at the ranch, the older guys have been 
busy at sing-outs, an Eisteddfod and a Variety show 
with Fleurieu Harmony Chorus  and other guests. 
 
The variety show was a great success with about 350 
patrons.  They enjoyed all the acts which included  
Adelaide Sound Connection (Sweet Ad’s) , Sisters of 
Abundance a Capella Choir, Contortionist : The Amazing 
Cristina (& she was), 
Trombone Ensemble: Slides from the Soul , Vocalists 
Samantha Rubenhold & Robert England and the 
introduction of Penguins ‘n’ Salsa. 

 
The Chorus still has a busy schedule as they prepare 
new songs under the direction of new Musical director, 
Graham Whetter, who looks forward to catching up with 
some old friends in Hobart. 

 
‘SING FROM YOUR HEART & YOU’LL REACH 

THEIR’S’  
 

Graham Whetter 
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Film night and Entertainment 

"Fundraiser!  
 

The movie 
My Life in Ruins 

+ concert for only $15... read on!" 
 

This event is planned to start at 7:15 pm on Aug 26, 2009 at 
Capri Theatre. Goodwood Rd, Goodwood. 

 
The Fishbowl Boys, Penguins 'n' Salsa (Year 11 male quartet), 

Flashback! (male youth quartet) and 
 

 South Australia's own  
 

FESTIVAL STATE’SMEN YOUTH CHORUS  
 

 are competing nationally in Tasmania!  
Come and see the movie MY LIFE IN RUINS to raise money for 

their trip.  
Includes performances by each group, wine tasting and 

Wurlitzer organ in addition to the movie. 
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2009 
 
Aug 2 -  AAMBS Council Meetings – Teleconferences 
 
Aug 2 – Voices @ Norths  2pm at North Sydney Leagues  

Club, Cammeray, featuring Sydney Harmony, 
Circular Quays, Accolade, Double Shot and 
Chatswood High School Jazz Ensemble.  Tickets $25 
each – 9245 3000 or online at www.norths.com.au or 
from Sydney Harmony, John Gleeson – phone/sms 
0424 349 243 
 

Aug 23 – SydneySiders 20 th Anniversary BQQ  – An 
invitation to all current and former members of 
SydneySiders – Come and join us on this Special 
Day at Lane Cover National Park, Area 32 from 
10.00 am  
 

Aug 26 – Festival State’smen; Film Night and Entertainment    
              Fundraiser featuring  The Fishbowl Boys, Penguins 'n'  
             Salsa (Year 11 male quartet), Flashback! (male youth  
              quartet) and South Australia's own FESTIVAL  
              STATE’SMEN YOUTH CHORUS.  Film:  My Life in   
              Ruins .     7.15 pm Capri Theatre, Goodwood Road,  
             Goodwood SA.  Tickets $15 each. 
 

 
Aug 29 -  The Clippers and Friends  – 7.00pm Performance   
             at 35onThompson, 35 Thompson Street, Bowen Hills     
            Qld.  Tickets – Ticketek 13 8 49.  $23.00, Concession  
            & Children $18.00. 
 
Sept 6 - AAMBS Council Meetings – Teleconferences  
  
Sept 6 – Wind Up to B150 Celebrations  - 2.45pm at South  

Bank Piazza, Brisbane – 200 Sunshine Region Mass 
Chorus made up of members of Sunshine Region 
Choruses 
 

Sept 18-20 – SOUNDS CAPITA – NZABS Convention 
– Wellington NZ Details: www.nzabs.org.nz  

 
Sept 21-23 – AAMBS / NZABS Contest & Judging School ,  

Old Woolstore Hotel, Hobart TAS.  Entry by application 
only.  Information: Ian Mulholland -- 
IMulholland@roxresources.com.au or 08 9384 9292 or 
0418 956 492 

 
Sept 24-27  – AAMBS 10 th Annual Convention  – Hotel 

Grand Chancellor, Hobart, Tasmania, hosted by Hobart 
Barbershop Harmony Club.  Details 
www.hmbhc.intas.net/Convention2009 
 

Sept 27-30 – AAMBS Harmony College, Hobart, Eastcoaster  
                      Resort on Tasmania’s Holiday Coast.  Cost - $295  
        (+ $10 got bus transport to and from venue) 
 
 

 
 
 
Oct 2–4 – Irish Association of Barbershop Singers, 

 21st Annual Convention. Venue: The Helix, Dublin 
Cost: €60.00 Registration closing date is 30th June 2009. 
Accommodation: Crowne Plaza, Santry, Dublin 
www.eventelephant.com/iabsannualconvention09 
 

Oct 4 -  ) 
Nov 1 - ) AAMBS Council Meetings – Teleconferences 
Dec 6 - ) 

 
2010 
Jan 26-31 – BHS Midwinter Convention, Tampa, Florida USA 
 
Feb 26-28 – Eastern Region Weekend Workshop.   Greenhills  
 Conference Centre, Canberra ACT 
 
Jun 27-Jul 4 – BHS International Convention, Philadelphia PA  

USA 
 
Oct 1-3 – Irish Association of Barbershop Singers’  

International Convention. Limerick, Ireland 
 

Oct 22-24 - NZABS Convention, followed by Harmony  
College ,  Hamilton NZ 
 

2011 
Jan 18-23 – BHS Midwinter Convention, Tuscan, Arizona USA 
 
Jun 27-Jul 4 – BHS International Convention, Kansas City MO 

USA 
 
Oct 7-9 – Irish Association of Barbershop Singers’  

International Convention. Belfast, Ireland 
 
Sept 28–Oct 2  -  AAMBS 11 th Annual Convention and Pan 

 Pacific  Convention, Brisbane Qld – Hosted by The 
Brisbane River City Clippers 

2012 
Jul 1-8 – BHS International Convention, Portland, Oregon 

USA 
 
Oct 7-9 – Irish Association of Barbershop Singers’  

International Convention. Dublin, Ireland 
 
2013 
Jun 27-Jul 4 – BHS International Convention, Toronto,  
 Ontario,  Canada 
 
Oct 4-6 – Irish Association of Barbershop Singers’  

International Convention. Galway, Ireland 
 
2014 
Jun 29-Jul 6 – BHS International Convention, Minneapolis MN  

USA  
 
2015 
Jun 28-Jul 5 – BHS International Convention, Pittsburgh PA  

USA 
 
2016 
Jul 3-10 – BHS International Convention,  Nashville, TN USA 
___________________________________________________
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THE AAMBS COUNCIL  

 
THE AAMBS COUNCIL

 
 
 
 
 
President 

Mike Donnelly 
12 Jutland Rise 
OCEAN REEF WA 6027 
Phone/fax: 08 9300 5430 
Mobile:     0432 802 296 
Email:       president@aambs.org.au  
 
Secretary 

Kevin White 
P O Box 6026 
WEST GOSFORD NSW 2250 
Phone: 02 4369 8369 
Fax:      02 4369 8379 
Email: secretary@aambs.org.au    
 
Treasurer 

Barry Joy 
1 / 23 Hooker Boulevard 
Broadbeach Waters  QLD  4218 
Phone:  07 5572 0284 
Mobile: 0403 979 643  
Email :  treasurer@aambs.org.au  
 
VP Conventions 

Richard Gardam 
P O Box 88 
SNUG  Tas  7054 
Phone:   03 6267 9265    
Mobile : 0403 396 515 
Email:   conventions@aambs.org.au      
 
VP Marketing & Development  

Derek Churchill 
95 Montpelier Street 
Wilston Qld  4051 
Phone:   07 3356 7379 
Email:   marketing@aambs.org.au     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
VP Membership 

Tom Smith 
50 Hinkler Drive 
MILL PARK  VIC 3082 
Phone:   03 9404 1216    
Fax:   03 9437 7847 
Email:   membership@aambs.org.au  
 

VP Music 
 
Ian Miller 
20 Mimosa Road 
BUDGEWOI  NSW  2261 
Phone:  02 4390 3893 
Mobile: 0408 620 921 
Email:  music@aambs.org.au         
 
 
VP Youth Development 
 
Steve Griffin 
P O Box 1427 
SOUTHPORT  BC  4215 
Phone:  0411 951 259 
Fax:      07 5572 3659 
Email:  youth@aambs.org.au    
 
 

Send your items for Barbershop Notes in 

99  pptt   AArr ii aall   ff oonntt   tt oo::   
secretary@aambs.org.au 

The deadline for receipt of material is 
15th of each odd numbered month – 

January 
March 
May 
July 

September 
November 

 

AAMBS' CONTACT INFORMATION  

Please make contact with AAMBS through the Secretary at our permanent addresses  
and 'Phoneone number:- 

  Postal address:  AAMBS Inc.     Phone:      (02) 4368 8369 
   P O Box 6026    Fax:     (02) 4369 8379 
   WEST GOSFORD NSW  2250 Email:      secretary@aambs.org.au 
Website:   www.aambs.org.au 


