
  October 2009                   Blended Notes  Page 1 

 

 

 
 
 

THE MELBOURNAIRES HARMONY CHORUSTHE MELBOURNAIRES HARMONY CHORUSTHE MELBOURNAIRES HARMONY CHORUS   

         Blended NotesBlended NotesBlended Notes 

          - a newsletter for our friends 
October 2009   

 

Our Chorus is  proudly sponsored by the Morgan Wealth Management group 
Suite 7, 828 High Street, East Kew, VIC 3102. Phone: (03) 9859 7899 

New sponsor 
We have recently welcomed the Morgan Wealth 
Management group as sponsors of the chorus. The 
group has its headquarters in East Kew and specialises 
in the management of investment and superannuation 
portfolios for its clients.  

Our mailing list 
Some of you will be receiving this newsletter for the 
first time. If you are not interested in receiving future 
issues simply go to our website 
www.melbournaires.com select the current events 
tab and then Mailing List, enter your email address and 
hit the Unsubscribe button. 

If you know of others who might be interested in 
knowing more about The Melbournaires, go to our 
Mailing List page, enter the email address and hit the 
Subscribe button. 

Past issues of our newsletter can be downloaded from 
the Mailing List page.  

The Hobart Convention 
Every two years the Australian Association of Men Bar-
bershop Singers holds a convention in a major Austra-
lian city.  In past years the Convention has been held in 
Canberra, Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth, and 

the Gold Coast.  

Each convention becomes the organisational responsi-
bility of the local club and the various barbershop clubs 
bid for the right to hold the convention (and receive a 
minor portion of the proceeds). 

In 2009 the Hobart club hosted the convention and it 
was based at the Hotel Grand Chancellor and the adja-
cent Federation Concert Hall (see below). 

The hotel is seen by some as an unwelcome monstros-
ity on the waterfront but, for its guests, it offers won-
derful views and very good facilities for a convention 
like ours.  

From one side of the hotel there were views across 
Hobart and up to Mount Wellington and from the 
other side there were views across the docks of Sulli-
vans Cove to Battery Point and Salamanca Square—all 
very picturesque and historical and so this convention 
was nick-named “Heritage Harmony”. 

Wednesday 
Getting to Hobart proved a significant hurdle for some 
of us and we were involved in an airport disaster like 
those featured on TV shows. Intending to arrive in 
Hobart a day early to get in some sightseeing and some 
quartet practice, we booked a JetStar flight for 11am on 
Wednesday September 23. This happened to be the day 
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of the great dust storm across N.S.W. and our plane 
which was coming via Sydney was at first delayed until 
2pm and then finally cancelled. When we enquired 
about seats on later flights we were told that there were 
no available seats to Hobart until Saturday.  

For us, this was not an option. Our party contained 
singers from each of our quartets and our musical di-
rector. We had to get to Hobart somehow and our $64 
seats on Jetstar were not going to do it so we claimed a 
refund. (“It will take four or five weeks for the money 
to be returned to your account, sir.”) 

So we hurried over to Virgin and managed to secure 
seats on a 7pm flight the following day (at the premium 
price of $334). At least this would allow us to be in 
Hobart in time for the quartet competition on Friday. 

Thursday 
The convention began on Thursday September 24 with 
a midday massed singing of the “polecats” - old songs 
that all barbershoppers are expected to know so that 

they can join in harmonising wherever they happen to 
meet others of their ilk. The venue was the historic 
Theatre Royal, the oldest theatre in Australia (but 
thankfully restored to an acceptable level of comfort). 
The Lord Mayor welcomed barbershoppers to Hobart 
and the M.D.s of the various Australian clubs con-
ducted the singing. 

Then it was time for the Youth and Schools program. 
We had a stake in the outcome of this competition be-
cause earlier this year we sponsored a section for youth 
a cappella singers at the Boroondara Eisteddfod and un-
earthed a talented group from Melbourne High.  

They were led by their dynamic bass man, Andrew 
Bird. They called their quartet Red Harmony and the 
Yak and entered in the Schools quartet section. They 
were great entertainers and took home the first prize 
for their school. (Hopefully the money will end up as-
sisting the music program at Melbourne High.) 

However, Andrew also organised a second quartet, Ve-
lociraptors, and a small chorus, Salad Mix, to be con-
ducted by his girlfriend. Although unsuccessful in get-
ting the prize money, these groups managed to wow 
the audience. Congratulations to these young men and 
may they go on to develop their harmonising skills as 
barbershoppers. 

Thursday evening was set aside for the Welcome Din-
ner. Our refugees from JetStar arrived just before des-
sert and were delighted to discover that a large plate of 
the first course had been saved for each of them. The 
diners were entertained by champion Australian quar-
tets, Alliance and Fast Forward, and some of the youth 
groups from the afternoon’s program. 

Friday 
Thirty-six quartets entertained the convention crowd 
on Friday. Their efforts were judged by a panel of ex-
perts made up of one Canadian, two Americans and 
three Kiwis. Two of them judge the singing quality, 

Red Harmony & the Yak 

Salad Mix 
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two judge how well the arrangement as performed fits the “barbershop 
style” and two judge the presentation or “selling” of the song. 

Eight of the quartets were entered in the Seniors section. (Seniors 
quartets have an average age of at least 60 and nobody younger than 
55.) We had two contenders in this section—The Chordsmen who 
won the silver Seniors medal at the previous convention, and new 
quartet Boardwalk. The Chordsmen won the silver medal again, and 
Boardwalk ended in fourth place only slightly behind the bronze med-
allist. Boardwalk competed with lead singer, John Murdoch, in a 
wheelchair. Two weeks prior to the convention John had climbed 
onto a balustrade to move a noisy possum from a tree with a broom-
stick and completed this daring move by crashing to the ground and 
smashing his heel bone into ten pieces. Thankfully, he could still sing! 

Thirty-two quartets  entered the Open quartet contest including some 
of the Seniors quartets and some of the Youth quartets from the previ-
ous day. At the end of the morning and afternoon sessions twelve 
quartets were selected to appear in the finals in the evening where they 
would sing two more songs.  

Competition between the best quartets was keen. Our Six Foot Four 
made it into the finals but they failed to win a medal. However, they 
had only managed one rehearsal in the seven weeks prior to the con-
test because one member was working in Adelaide, and their planned 
Wednesday  rehearsal in Hobart never eventuated because of the Jet-

Star fiasco, so they were pleased with the result. The 
winning quartet was Alliance, a group made up of 
three men from Perth and one from Canberra. 
Happy Hour from the Gold Coast won silver and 3 
Men & a Tenor, a young quartet from Perth, gained 
bronze. 

A highlight of the quartet finals session was the arrival 
of  State Line Grocery from Atlanta, Georgia, 
U.S.A. Ranked as the fourth best quartet in the world 
at this year’s international convention at Anaheim, 
California, they had just completed 40 hours of travel-

The Chordsmen 

Boardwalk 

The Six Foot Four 

State Line Grocery 
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ling but stepped onto the stage to dazzle the audience 
with some of their songs.  

Saturday 
The big day! The Chorus competition! The day when 
we perform on stage for ten minutes singing two songs. 
The day when we find out whether all the work we’ve 
been putting in during the year to sing these songs to a 
high standard has paid off! 

Our coach, Jeanette Whitmore, from the Melbourne 
Chorus of Sweet Adelines is at our early morning re-
hearsal to help us remember all the things we promised 
to do and put the final touches to our songs. Our Musi-
cal Director, Ian Lushey, is in fine form. One man has 
come down with a throat problem but thinks he will 
still be able to sing. Another has had to pull out because 
of the JetStar problem and has missed the convention 
altogether (and missed seeing his son who lives in Bat-
tery Point). Everybody is super-keen to give it their best 
shot. The rehearsal goes well. 

Then off to have some breakfast, get into costume, and 
catch some of the smaller choruses singing their songs 
in the morning session of the Chorus contest. The 
standard seems to be rather good and the Festival 
Statesmen from Adelaide have entered a small Youth 
Chorus which has performed really well. Hills Har-
mony from Sydney have performed their songs with a 
very funny presentation that has the audience in 
stitches. We’ll need to be good! 

The second session of the Chorus contest is reserved 
for the larger choruses. We are the second largest cho-
rus in Hobart. The very large Blenders chorus from the 
Gold Coast have won the gold medal the last eight 
times and are bound to deliver a very polished perform-
ance. But there is a chorus from Perth called Vocal 
Evolution that has been actively recruiting talented 
young men and has been moving up the rankings at 
each convention. Will this be their year? 

We are not expecting to win. Our aim is to lift our 
scores dramatically so that we can once more claim to 
be amongst the best choruses in Australia. (We have 
been disappointed with our last two conventions, and 
this year we selected our songs early, and asked Brenda 
Smith from the Vocal Vibes Chorus of Sweet Adelines 
to design our presentation package. The ladies are very 
good at this!) Our two songs are the Frank Sinatra bal-
lad “All the Way” and the swing number “Taking a 
Chance on Love” from the musical “Cabin in the Sky”. 
We started learning these songs last year so we have had 
plenty of time to fine tune the way we sing them. 
We’ve every reason to take the stage with confidence. 

We enter the stage, sing our two songs to resounding 
applause, have a photo taken, and then exit the stage. 
It’s all over in ten minutes! That’s what we came to do! 

At the end of the session there is a short break while the 
judges scores are tallied up and the rankings deter-
mined. Then finally the results are announced. It’s a 
boilover! Vocal Evolution from Perth have taken the 
gold medal from The Blenders who have won the silver 
medal this time. The margin is only 1% but you can bet 
that The Blenders will be pulling out all stops to regain 
their place at the top of the list in Brisbane in 2011. 

The bronze medal went to the Festival Statesmen 
Youth Choir who were just 0.4% better than the 
Hobart Chorus Deep South. The Melbournaires were 
in 5th place just 0.67% behind Deep South and 1.5% 
above the sixth place chorus, Sydney Harmony. 

When the prizes were announced, The Melbournaires 
received the Bruce Okely trophy for the Most Im-
proved Chorus. Happy? Pleased? Excited? Yes, all of 
those and also determined to take the next step to move 
even higher in the rankings.  

We were very grateful to all those people who had 
worked to help us achieve a high level of performance 
including our Music Director, Ian Lushey, and the 
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Music Team , and our coaches, Jeanette Whitmore, 
Brenda Smith and Virginia Humphrey-Taylor. 

Later in the afternoon we spent 30 minutes with the 
judges to obtain feedback on our performance and dis-
cover how we could improve in the future. Then we 
headed off to watch the AFL Grand Final on TV. 

Harmony Spectacular Concert 
The highlight of the convention is the Harmony Spec-
tacular concert on the Saturday Night. This is open to 
the public and the Federation Concert Hall was sold 
out. The concert features the winners of the quartet 
and chorus competitions as well as a long set by the 
headline quartet. It’s always a feast of harmony that 
moves beyond straight barbershop to songs that add 
variety to our shows. It was just a fabulous night’s en-
tertainment. 

After the show we retired to the various spaces around 
the Hotel Grand Chancellor to sing the night away. 
This is an opportunity to join with barbershoppers 
from anywhere to harmonise a song or a tag. 

Sunday 
Some of us had quartet evaluations to attend. Others 
were able to head off to Scots Memorial Uniting 
Church for a church service with a congregation that 
really could sing. 

Later in the morning we were able to watch State Line 
Grocery coach the River City Clippers, the hosts of our 
next convention in Brisbane. 

That was followed by the Farewell Luncheon in the 
Federation Ballroom. Entertainment was supplied by 
our headline quartet, a youth chorus, and Alliance. 

Everyone thanked the Hobart Club for their skilful or-
ganisation of the convention. We had had a wonderful 
time, achieved our goals, and were already thinking 

about preparing for Brisbane in 2011. 

But wait, there’s more… 

Harmony College 
After the convention, some men fly home, some go 
sight-seeing with their partners, and others go off to 
“Harmony College” where they learn more about the 
barbershop craft. The College  runs from Sunday eve-
ning until Wednesday lunchtime. The teaching staff 
consist of the judges from overseas, the headline quar-
tet and our own Australian experts. 

This year five of us took the Harmony College option 
and travelled up to the Eastcoaster Resort at Orford 
about an hour’s drive north of Hobart to join with 
about 100 others. The curriculum covered warm-up 
skills, vocal techniques, vocal analysis, sight-singing, 
arranging music for barbershop, presentation skills, di-
recting, the music team, selecting a repertoire and or-
ganising a show package, emceeing, and tips for singers 
of each voice part. In addition any quartets which were 
in attendance could be coached by the men from State 
Line Grocery. Each day began with breakfast at 7:30am 
followed by vocal warm-ups and other exercises, then 
four classes prior to the evening meal and one after-
wards. Hard work? Yes, but very worthwhile. 

Gig Report 
In the lead-up to the convention, we accepted very few 
gigs but one which took our fancy was a freebie for the 
Salvation Army. The Box Hill Salvos run a Sunday 
night dinner for people with social disadvantage. 

So on Sunday August 23, twenty-five of our members 
went along to perform for an audience of about 90 peo-
ple. The guys had a great time and the audience was 
very responsive. This is something we’d like to do 
again. 

Our pen and ink sketcher, Peter Waterworth, recorded some of the historic buildings 
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On September 9 we provided entertainment for the 
Templestowe Probus luncheon which had a football 
theme. The Chorus came equipped with football bean-
ies, caps and scarves and learnt “Up There, Cazaly” es-
pecially for the occasion. 

Coming events (P = Public performance) 

Here’s what we currently have in the diary: 

12/10  (P) 7:30pm   Seniors Night at our rehearsal venue 
1/12    (P) 12:30pm  Paramount Centre, 108 Bourke St, city 
9/12    8:30pm         Glen Iris Garden Club Xmas Party 
14/12  (P) 7:00pm   Melbournaires Christmas Function 
15/12 (P) 1pm         Box Hill Centro Live Music 
17/12 (P) 1pm         Box Hill Centro Live Music 
21/12 (P) 1pm         Box Hill Centro Live Music 

Our quartets have other gigs as well so the Christmas 
season is a busy time for singers. 

What is “Senior’s Night”? 
That’s the night when we invite Seniors and their 
friends to come along and observe a Melbournaires re-
hearsal. For a gold coin donation we’ll even throw in 
tea/coffee and a biscuit. It starts at 7:30pm and you’ll 
see us go through our warm-up routine, perform some 
of our repertoire, and hear a few of our quartets. We’ll 
tell you a little about barbershop and we’ll even invite 
you to join in a singalong. We expect it to finish about 
9:30pm.  

Melbournaires Christmas 
Function 
On Monday December 14, The 
Melbournaires will hold a Christ-
mas Function at Alfred’s Home-
stead on the Ringwood-
Warrandyte Rd in Warrandyte. 
Our friends are invited to join us 
and Alfreds can hold a good-sized 
crowd. Naturally the eating will 
be interrupted at regular intervals 
by all sorts of musical items. The 
cost for a sumptuous smorgasbord 
of hot and cold dishes and des-
serts plus tea/coffee is just $39 
(drinks extra, no BYO). (This is not a money-making 
event; $39 is what we have to pay Alfreds.) Interested? 
Book with our treasurer, Rodger Evans, on 9846 3924. 

Barbershop on Radio 
On the first Wednesday of every month on Radio East-
ern FM 98.1 just after the 10:00am news bulletin you 

can hear Roger Archman present a program of barber-
shop songs performed by the very best of the world’s 
choruses and quartets. During the show, Roger dis-
cusses barbershop and the activities of the Melbour-
naires with host John Hutchinson. The show runs until 
11:00am and is always entertaining. 

Melbournaires website 
Our website, www.melbournaires.com, is designed 
to keep members and the public informed about our 
activities. If you listen to the barbershop radio program 
on Eastern FM 98.1 you can find a listing of the songs 
that were played and the CDs that contain them. If you 
want past editions of this newsletter you can download 
them from the Mailing List page. You can look at the 
Current Events page to see when The Melbournaires 
are performing in public. You can check up on our rep-
ertoire or our quartets. It’s a great resource.  

Melbournaires CD 
The cover and track list are shown below. When we 
designed the cover we had no idea that last summer was 
going to bring us the Black Saturday bushfires. At one 
stage we considered withdrawing the CDs and issuing 
them in a different cover, but in the end we thought 
that people would recognise that it was intended to be 
The Melbournaires “on fire” and singing at their best. 
The CD can be obtained by contacting Brian Wey-
mouth on 9762 4572 or at any Melbournaires event. 

Melbournaires contacts 
To contact our gigmaster for Chorus bookings: 

 ask@melbournaires.com 

For any information about the Chorus: 

 info@melbournaires.com 


