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 A Melbournaires’ Christmas  
The four weeks prior to Christmas is always a busy 
time for the Melbournaires. Many organisations are 
after groups who can sing for their Christmas break-
up. We also have our own Christmas Function to en-
joy.  
Some of the gigs can be very tiring, particularly those 
that involve entertaining shoppers, and in 2009 we had 
plenty of those. The Chorus entertained at the Para-
mount Centre in Bourke St., and several times at the 
Box Hill Centro shopping centre.  
Some of our quartets—Six Foot Four, The Chordsmen 
and Down South—had numerous gigs at the Balwyn 
shopping centre and the Moonee Valley shopping cen-
tre. These involved singing for two hours during a 
three hour lunchtime slot.  

Christmas at Alfred’s Homestead 
Our own Christmas break-up party at Alfred’s home-
stead in South Warrandyte was a lot of fun. However, 
we had difficulty with the microphones that were used 
for the quartets and we will fix this up before our next 
Christmas function. 
Normally we use a sensitive stereo microphone for 
quartet work, but in the noisy party environment and 
with a hard ceiling reflecting the noise down to the 
singing position the sound system suffered feedback 
and was impossible to use. When we changed to indi-
vidual microphones some groups failed to realise that 
they now needed to sing close to the microphones. Oh 
dear! 
When we used to have small in-house Christmas Par-
ties, our groups used to treat the occasion as an oppor-
tunity to try out new material. Now that the Christmas 
Party has grown to involve many invited guests we 
have decided that henceforth we will ensure that each 
group has its offering vetted by our MD. And we will 
also solve the problems with the microphones. 
But everyone loved the food—both the quality and the 
quantity—and we will book into Alfred’s for next year’s 
party. 

2010—a Year to Build Membership 
and Add New Songs to the Repertoire 
Normally we sing without accompaniment in the bar-
bershop style. But this year we decided that we would 
try out a song that would be quite different from any-
thing else in our repertoire. It would have a band for us 
to sing with.  
The song is a Kirby Shaw arrangement of Bridge Over 
Troubled Water. The arrangement has something of the 
gospel feel to it. It uses two soloists as well as our cho-
rus and is backed in places by a recording of an 8-piece 
band. There are many challenges in this song for us, 
and some significant technical challenges in managing 
to synchronise the band recording with our singing. 

Sing in Harmony 
Manningham City Council’s Community Develop-
ment Grant has provided funding for our six-night 
course in harmony singing.  
The course begins on Monday April 12. Men who wish 
to learn the basics for good harmony singing join with 
the Melbournaires to learn about their vocal mecha-
nism, the resonant voice, the singing of vowels and 
consonants, presentation skills, and the special skills for 
singing each part. The course is offered in the work-
shop style so there is plenty of singing every night. The 
songs that will be taught during this year’s course are 
After You’ve Gone and It’s a Good Day.  

The course is free and obligation free. Even the 
course notes are free and the learning CD is free.. So 
any man who would like to give harmony singing a go, 
or would like to improve their harmony singing, has no 
excuse for not coming along. Singing is good for your 
health and is an excellent team sport. 
The advertising for the course is on the next page. Men 
who would like to be in it simply need to register. The 
course dates are: April 12, 19, May 3, 10, 17, & 24. We 
start at 7:30pm at Doncaster East Uniting Church, 152 
Andersons Creek Rd., and finish at about 10:00pm. 
Why not phone 0402 475 139 today to register? 
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A course in harmony singingA course in harmony singing 

for men who like to sing for men who like to sing  

This course of six two-hour weekly sessions on Monday evenings, commences 

7.30 pm on Monday 12th April 2010. It will be conducted along the lines 

of a workshop so there will be plenty of singing during each session.   

There is no charge or obligation — you only have to supply 

your voice. The Melbournaires will supply all the required materials including 

course notes, music and part-predominant CDs for learning songs. 

The course will cover the following topics: 

How we produce sound; Posture for singing; Breathing; Resonance; Vowel & 

diphthong production; Singing the consonants; Singing as part of a team and how 

to blend your voice with others; Selling the song.  We’ll try not to get too 

technical in each session. 

The course is suitable for any man who can hold a note — it covers the basics 

for good singing.  The ability to read music is not a requirement.  If you love 

to sing and want to improve your singing, this short course is for you. 

For further information or to register call: 

 Peter 0402 475 139 or Paul 0408 357 054  

or email singinharmony@melbournaires.com for an enrolment form      

www.melbournaires.com 
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This project is supported by Manningham 

City Council’s Community Development 

Grant Program. 


