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WotsOn 

Jan 20          First rehearsal for 2003 – BE THERE! 

Feb 5            First committee meeting for 2003 (First Wed of each month) 

Mar  3         GUEST NIGHT            

Apr 4-6      Eastern Region Workshop in Canberra 
Greenhills Camp & Conference Centre, 15km west of the city centre on Cotter Rd just above the Cot-
ter River. Hank Hammer, a top barbershop educator from the USA, will lead the workshop. 

Apr 11-13    Musical Director’s Workshop in New Zealand with Dr Greg Lyne. (Ian is going.) 

May 24        Eastern Region Quartet Comp. & 2003 Quartet Qualifying Contest 

Oct 9-12     Australian Barbershop Convention (Thurs to Sun) at Burswood Convention Centre & Ca-
sino. 
Thursday: Registration, mass sing (about midday), welcome dinner 
Friday: quartet competition. 
Saturday: chorus competition, showcase concert. 
Sunday: farewell luncheon, then away to Harmony College, touring, etc.  

Oct 12-15    Harmony College, Fairbridge Heritage Village, 100 km south of Perth 
                     A program to cater for every barbershopper’s interests. Alternative program for partners? 

2004 

Oct 27-31   4th Pan-Pacific Barbershop Convention (Wed to Sun) 
To be held in Christchurch, New Zealand. The organisers are planning to make this the biggest con-
vention yet and are hoping for participation from the USA, Canada, Japan, China, and Australia and, of 
course, New Zealand. There could also be interest from Great Britain and Ireland.  

Well folks it's the year’s end and it has been a very good 
one for the Melbournaires. Thanks to all who have 
helped to make it a good year and to our wives/partners 
who allow us to enjoy our wonderful hobby. 

New Year’s Resolutions 
•     Learn some great songs and appropriate stage 

presentation. 

•     Have a fantastic convention experience in Perth 
and perform as well as we can. 

•     Entertain the people who hear us sing. 

•     Aim for 60+ men on the risers. 

•     Practise Riser Discipline every rehearsal.  Don't 
talk on the risers when the MD is talking;. Ian 
needs our full attention and it distracts other 
members of the chorus. Don't hum when the 
pitch is blowing; listen and think about your 
first note and the first word. 

•     Get the GLEAM. 

Have a great Christmas break, drive safely, 
and come back in fine voice on Jan 20, 
2003. 
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Your Committee at Work 
The following matters were discussed at the Novem-
ber/December meetings: 

CD purchases: Len has selected eight CD’s from the 
top choruses including the Vocal majority, the Big 
Chicken Chorus, the Northern Lights, the Masters of 
Harmony, etc. Probable cost will be about $A270.00. 
Len was authorised to confirm the selection with Ian 
and then order the CDs. 

Accident/injury insurance: AAMBS covers the cho-
rus for public liability insurance. However, this does 
not cover chorus members. For a chorus of thirty guys, 
accident insurance may cost in excess of $1000. Further 
quotations are required. Under what circumstances 
might a member hold the chorus to blame for an in-
jury? 

Gigs: After several months without gigs the chorus had 
the Spencer St Station “Right Track Employment Ex-
press” launch, two Federation Square performances, an 
Anglicare (101 Collins St) performance, and a singing 
tour of St Georges Hospital. We also dropped in to El-
gar Court Special Accommodation Home to convince 
Jeff Elsum’s mum that he really can sing. Perc Gebert 
even managed to propose to her while singing Heart of 
My Heart – down on one knee, holding her hand, gaz-
ing pleadingly into her eyes, sighing words of love… 
then getting to his feet and fleeing from the home when 
the song ended! OK, we didn’t discuss that at the com-
mittee but I thought you’d like to know. 

Rehabilitation of Riser Backboards: Paul Newham 
had the backboards repainted and the Melbournaires 
signage placed on every board. Looks great. Bargain 
basement price. 

Convention website: We own the name www.
barbershop.com.au as a spin-off from our PanPac con-
vention. It was decided that the name was potentially 
too valuable to lose and that we should pay for the 
name for another couple of years and perhaps lease it to 
AAMBS for conventions. 

Melbournaires website: Our own website is cur-
rently inactive. Tom Smith has a contact through An-
glicare that would set up and host our website at nomi-
nal cost. Tom was asked to review the websites of other 
choruses and prepare a plan for our site. The committee 
believes that we should have an active website that is 
regularly updated so that it is a useful resource for 
members, a contact point for the public and a tool for 

spreading the barbershop message. 

Perth Convention: Obviously we want to enjoy our-
selves at the Convention and perform to the best of our 
abilities. We will need to learn several new songs (about 
one every four weeks), raise some money to subsidise 
our costs, plan travel and accommodation, and develop 
our presentation skills. Brenda Smith has agreed to as-
sist with presentation for a nominal fee. The Music 
Committee needs to decide on some songs ASAP and a 
music curriculum mapped out for 2003. Len is han-
dling the organisational side and Tom is our secretarial 
contact with the convention committee. 

Annual subscription: There will be no change in the 
annual subscription. This currently stands at $66 per 
quarter. Accounts will be sent out in January covering 
the Nov-Jan and Feb-Apr quarters. Since members 
have already paid for November and December (and a 
few have paid even more) the account will generally be 
for $88.00. The amount owing should be paid by cash, 
cheque or card prior to the start of the Feb-Apr quarter. 
Of course, you can pay for additional quarters if you 
want to avoid future quarterly accounts.  

Changes to the Rules: Tom will submit the changes 
approved at the AGM to the Companies Office. 

New recruit: Barry Joy applied to join the Melbour-
naires while he is on leave from The Banana Blenders.
Barry intends to spend the months of October to 
March in Melbourne each year before retreating to the 
Gold Coast for the football season. In view of Barry’s 
past generosity to the chorus, the committee resolved to 
treat Barry as a visitor this time and accept his 
application to be a dinky-di member from the start of 
his next sojourn with us. WELCOME BAZ!!! 

Music Works Personal music: Many members use 
the files from which we print our music as a practice 
tool. Len Nayler, our music librarian, is concerned that 
the limited number of copies for which we have print 
permission will be exceeded if members then use the 
files to print off extra copies of our music. Since Doug 
has distributed MWP files for much of our music, 
members who prefer to use the sheet music generated 
from those files should return the original music from 
their folders to Len. If members believe that there is 
music in our folios that should be replaced with the 
coloured MWP music, let Doug know. 
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End-of-year Blues 
Yes it’s that time of year again! Your kids have finished their 
school or university year and the results are coming out. You 
may be just a trifle tense while waiting for the news. You may be 
just as hard to live with as the kids. Well, you are not alone. 
Here’s a genuine letter from a first-year student to the old folks at 
home.  

 

Halls of Residence 
University of Melbourne 

Dear Mum and Dad 

It has now been four months since I left home to stay in 
college for the university term. I have been remiss in 
writing this and I am very sorry for my thoughtlessness 
in not having written before. I will bring you up-to-date 
now but, before you read on, please sit down. 

YOU ARE NOT TO READ ANY FURTHER UN-
LESS YOU ARE SITTING DOWN, OKAY? 

Well then, I am getting along pretty well now. The skull 
fracture and the concussion I got when I jumped out 
the window of my room when it caught fire shortly af-
ter my arrival are pretty well healed now. Fortunately, a 
labourer at the cemetery across the road witnessed the 
fire and my jump. He was the one who called the fire 
brigade and the ambulance. 

He also visited me in hospital, and since I had nowhere 
to live because of the fire damage to my wing of the col-
lege, he was kind enough to invite me to share his 
apartment with him and his three buddies. It’s really a 
basement room, but it’s kind of cute. He is a very fine 

boy and we have fallen deeply in love and are planning 
to be married. We haven’t set the exact date yet, but it 
will be before my pregnancy begins to show. 

Yes, mum and dad, I am pregnant! I know how much 
you are looking forward to being grandparents. I know 
you will welcome the baby and give it the love, devo-
tion and tender care you gave me when I was a child. 

The reason for the delay in our marriage is that my boy-
friend has some minor infection showing up in a blood 
test and I carelessly caught it from him. I expect the in-
fection to clear up soon with the penicillin injections I 
am having each day. I know that you will welcome him 
into our family with open arms. He is kind and, al-
though not well educated, he is ambitious. Although he 
is of a different race and religion from ours, I know 
your often expressed tolerance will not permit you to be 
bothered by the fact that his skin colour is different 
from ours. I am sure you will love him as I do. His fam-
ily background is good too, for I am told that his father 
is an important weapons dealer in the village in Africa 
from which he came. 

Now that I have brought you up-to-date, I want to tell 
you that there was no fire at the college, I did not have 
concussion or a skull fracture, I was not in hospital, I 
am not pregnant, I am not engaged, I do not have syphi-
lis and there is no man (of any colour) in my life. 

However, I only just passed History and I failed Mathe-
matics by a long way so I wanted you to see those marks 
in the proper perspective. 

 

Your Loving Daughter. 

A Biker’s Christmas Carol 
(as sung by Expanded Sound on their CD – A Biker’s Life) 
Well I just got a letter from old St Nick way up in Christmas 
land 
And he said that the toys for good girls and boys are being 
made as planned 
There’s a truck for little Billie and a dolly for Molly dear 
But you ain’t getting’ diddly-squat ‘cause you really screwed 
up this year (this year). 

Oh the winter fields are white with snow and the lights are 
shining bright 
And the wee little heads tucked up in beds dream of sugar-
plums this night. 
You may dream of big red apples and candy canes so near 
But you ain’t getting’ diddly-squat ‘cause you really screwed 
up this year. 

 

When your mother asked you to wash the dishes why, you 
said, “No! No! No!” 
And you would not pick up your socks so it’s “Que sera 
(dogface) Ho! Ho! Ho!” 

Well you know that Santa’s watching you and he keeps a great 
big list (big list) 
But when I tell him the things you do he really will be … an-
gry 
When you try to sit upon his knee he’ll knock you on your 
ear 
‘Cause you ain’t getting’ diddly-squat ‘cause you really 
screwed up this year. 

No, you ain’t getting’ diddly-squat (-squat, -squat, -squat)  
cause you really screwed up this year. (You really screwed up 
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October 23: Spencer Street Station Platform 2 for the 
Salvation Army’s Right Track Employment Express.We 
sang “People Get Ready” a few times on this fairly cool 
morning. The guys showed they were ready to strap-

hang on the express. 

M.D., Ian Lushey, getting his people ready. 

Some of the guys were open-mouthed when Ian told them, 
“Get a job.” “Not me,” said Pres. Roger. “Yes, I’m pointing 

at YOU young man,” said he-who-must-be-obeyed.  

Lord Mayor of Melbourne, John So, surrounded by 
mayoral groupies. I’m surprised that the Melbournaires 

aren’t singing at all the town hall functions. 

The atrium, Federation Square, December 8 & 15 

December 12: Len Nayler was both MC and MD when 
we told the frail folk at  St Georges Hospital “I’m Gonna 
Live ‘Til I Die” and boasted “I’ll Be Home For Christmas” 
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December 12: The Melbournaires entertained the 
passing lunchtime crowd in the sumptuous foyer of 

101 Collins Street (for Anglicare) 

December 12: After 101 Collins and St Georges 
Hospital there were still several keen singers at the 

Elgar Court Special Accommodation home to let Mrs 
Elsum hear her young Jeffrey sing 

Jigsaw entertained the crowd at Bundoora Rotary’s 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic in November and travelled to 

Panton Hill on December 15 to sing at the Panton Hill 
Carols by Candlelight. Tenor, John Webb, directed 

the band and choir and then stepped up to the 
microphones to sing with his quartet. Jeff Elsum 

joined Jigsaw to make up the male half of the choir 
and then all went off to a local home for supper and 

more singing. Loads of fun. 

Alan: “George! 
George! Wake up! 
We’ve started ‘ooh’-
ing” 

George: Okay, Alan. 
Don’t have a seizure. 
I’ve got Doug in my right 
ear and John giving me 
the evil eye. I’ll sing!” 

Alan: “Don’t you just love it when 
we ring those chords. That’s just 
beautiful FOUR-part barbershop 
harmony.” 


