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WotsOn 

It was great to see so many men back on the risers 
learning an exciting new song at the start of the New 
Year.  

The music team met during January to select enough 
songs to keep us busy for at least a year. Then Len set 
the emails flying to start the process of getting us 
permission to use the songs. The teaching quartet, Ian, 
Lecky, Steve & Alan and tape-master Jeff, put a lot of 
work into preparing the learning tapes. Of course Doug 
has not been idle, he has printed the music for us in 
many colours note by note. All of this happens after 
hours and we are indebted to these guys who work 
tirelessly for our enjoyment. 

Guest night - 03/03/03 
What a thrill it was to stand on the risers with about 60 
other men singing ‘ Everything Old is New Again’, it 
made your hair stand up (if you have any). I hope all 
the new men on the risers progress to be 

Melbournaires. 

It was a great night due to the efforts of many guys: 
Paul Newham arranged the signage in Union Road, 
Mike Thorne & John Baker made the Promo Disk 
(heard on 4 radio stations to date), Mike Thorne 
designed the advertising flyers, Doug Moody 
transcribed the music into “easy-read” coloured format, 
Bill Bartlett & Mal Morrison manned the desk, Peter 
Waterworth arranged the Leader newspaper photo & 
article, John Baker performed as MC, Ian Lushey & 
Alan Bishop directed the singing, and Malcolm 
Morrison organised the night. 

 

(Footnote: Not to mention Roger who 
arranged the advertising in The Age, spruiked the 
barbershop message over many radio stations, and 
answered numerous enquiries. Editor) 

 

Mar 29             Surrey Hills Festival 
Saturday, 11.00 am to 12 noon, in the railway station car park.  

Apr 4-6            Eastern Region Workshop in Canberra 
Greenhills Camp & Conference Centre. Hank Hammer, a top barbershop educator from the USA, 
will lead the workshop.  

Apr 11-13         Music Director’s Workshop, Auckland, New Zealand 
Dr. Greg Lyne in charge. Ian and James are going.  

May 3               Yarra Ranges Sweet Adelines Concert 
Saturday at 7.30pm, Aquinas College, Ringwood. We are a supporting act. 

May?                Fundraiser for Perth 
Details being sorted out. Possibly at Prime Life retirement village. 

May 24             Eastern Region Quartet Comp. & 2003 Quartet Qualifying Contest 

June 1               Community Aid Abroad (OxFam) Concert 
Sunday, 1.15 pm for 2.00 pm at Berwick Anglican Church 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

July 12              Melbourne Chorus of Sweet Adelines Concert 
Saturday, 7.00 pm for 8.00 pm at the Beeson Theatre (Mt Scopus College) supporting the Mel-
bourne Chorus. 

Aug 10?            Pleasant Sunday Afternoon concert 
Fundraiser for Perth 

Oct 9-12          Australian Barbershop Convention (Thurs to Sun) at Burswood Convention Centre & 
Casino and The Melbournaires will be there. Probable program:- 
Thursday: Registration, mass sing (about midday), welcome dinner 
Friday: quartet competition. 
Saturday: chorus competition, showcase concert. 
Sunday: farewell luncheon. 

Oct 12-15         Harmony College, Fairbridge, one hour south of Perth 

Dec  17            Combined Christmas Breakup Function 
Wednesday at 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm at  Alfred’s Homestead, Warrandyte, with the Melbourne and 
Yarra Ranges Choruses 

2004 
Oct 27-31         4th Pan-Pacific Barbershop Convention (Wed to Sun) 

To be held in Christchurch, New Zealand. The organisers are planning to make this the biggest 
convention yet and are hoping for participation from the USA, Canada, Japan, China, and Australia 
and, of course, New Zealand. There could also be interest from Great Britain and Ireland.  

The following matters were discussed at the February 
meeting: 

Personal Accident Insurance: BB will make further 
enquiries about the cost of a policy that would provide 
cover for a member who was injured as a result of par-
ticipation in chorus activities. The initial query resulted 
in a quotation that would have consumed a significant 
percentage of a member’s subscription. 

Public Liability Insurance: TM advised that the 
AAMBS policy now provides coverage for both the 
chorus and quartets (provided that the quartet members 
are members of AAMBS). This covers injury to mem-
bers of the public as a result of our performance activi-
ties! 

Visual Interpretation Coach: Brenda Smith has 
agreed to coach us in this area. Ian will ask the John-
son’s (from Queensland) to develop the plans for our 
possible contest songs and Brenda will implement the 
plans with the chorus. Tom will also contact the Gran-
ite Statesmen about their visual interpretation plan for 

the Loves You/Kick in The Head Medley.  Chris An-
drews will be approached to monitor presentation skills 
between coaching sessions. 

Membership: Letters of resignation were received 
from Megs Medley and Will Hart. Roger advised that 
Phil Dunn had also resigned. 

Grant: The Eastern Region Board has advised that our 
application for a subsidy of $250 to offset the costs of 
sending Ian to the Musical Director’s workshop in 
Auckland was successful.  

New music: Ian reported that the music committee 
had reviewed suggestions from members of the chorus 
and proposed to review music for the following songs: 
Loves You / Ain’t That A Kick In The Head Medley 
Love Me And The World Is Mine 
I Can’t Give You Anything But Love 
The Masquerade Is Over 
Don’t Blame Me 
That Old Barbershop Style 
If I Ruled The World (Ed Waesche with perhaps some 

Your committee at work 
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Vocal Majority modifications) 
For Once In My Life 
Our Love Is Here To Stay 
Mood Indigo 
Consider Yourself 
Let There Be Peace On Earth 
Glenn Miller Medley 
Beach Boys Medley 

The Music Committee listened to the many suggestions 
on CD and tried to include many songs that would sat-
isfy the strict requirements for contestability. Some sug-
gestions were great songs but were not included because 
the music was too high for the leads or too low for the 
basses (and these problems could not be solved by a key 
change) or just too hard. As well as the songs above, we 
are looking at possible Christmas songs, Australian 
songs, and humorous songs. Members should always 
feel free to suggest new music to members of the com-
mittee (Ian, Alan, Lecky, Les, Steve, Len, Doug). We also 
have a couple of songs left over from a previous meeting 
(You Keep Coming Back Like a Song and Last Night Was 
The End Of The World). 

Accounting Software: Purchase of Quicken Software 
was approved. 

Fundraising for Perth: Two Pleasant Sunday After-
noon concerts are proposed – one in April/May and the 
other around July/August. We will request assistance 
from the Sweet Adelines. Admission: $12. Venue: 
Church hall. 

Bow ties: Roger suggested that we investigate an alter-
native to the gold/burgundy bow tie. Many of these are 
becoming tatty and need to be replaced. (We also visited 
the need for vests that are cut for wearing without jack-
ets or for greater visibility under jackets.) 

Christmas Party: Last years party was a memorable 
event and this year we would like to have both the Mel-
bourne and Yarra Ranges Sweet Ads join us at Alfred’s 
Homestead on Wednesday 17th December.  

Sweet Adelines: Both the Melbourne and Yarra Ranges 
choruses have requested that we appear on their concert 
programs this year. We will ask them to return the com-
pliment at our Perth fund-raising concerts. (See WOT-
SON) 

Committee membership for the M.D.: The issue of 
whether it was appropriate for the M.D. to be a member 
of the committee was discussed. It was suggested that it 
might not be appropriate if the M.D. is a paid employee 

of the chorus but as our M.D. works on the basis of re-
imbursement of expenses there can be no problem. In-
deed the rest of the committee value his input and he 
was elected to the position of Music Vice-president at 
the AGM. 

Recruitment: Several suggestions for improving our 
recruitment processes were discussed.  

Coaching: Ian reported that he had contacted five 
coaches to ascertain their availability and cost. Bill Staff 
(from Brisbane) is available as is James Wettenhall. Both 
will expect to be paid a modest coaching fee and Bill will 
have airline costs as well. 

Perth convention: All members who will be going to 
Perth should let Roger know where they will be staying. 
Rehearsal arrangements are being organised by the Perth 
committee. 

From Federation Square 
 
Roger Archman 
“The Melbournaires” 

Dear Roger, 

On behalf of Federation Square Management and my-
self, I would like to congratulate you and all The Mel-
bournaires for two magnificent performances in the 
Federation Square Atrium! The performance certainly 
developed a strong rapport with the quick gathering 
crowd. 

Please pass on our appreciation to all members of The 
Melbournaires. 

I look forward to discussing performance opportuni-
ties at Fedceration Square for The Melbournaires in 
2003. 

Wishing you all the best for the coming year. 

Yours sincerely 

Simone Bonella 
Program Manager - Events 

Opera in the market 
The annual charity fund-raiser at the Victoria Market 
allows opera lovers to join a chorus to sing a few fa-
vourite pieces. After singing in the chorus, some of the 
Jigsaw boys (Alan, Richard and John) were joined by 
James Wettenall and entertained the audience during 
interval with barbershop songs. 
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A videotape of the world’s best choruses in action al-
lows us to see their ability to sell the song both visually 
and aurally. You can pick up pointers on how to sing 
from the better sound quality of a CD but you need to 
watch a video to see a whole chorus work as a team to 
deliver the message of a song.  

It’s also interesting to see what kind of costumes work 
best. Many choruses have contrasting jackets and trou-
sers that usually look good on a quartet but, in a chorus, 
most of the heads have to be seen against a background 
of the jacket colour. When the faces merge into the 
jackets and the chorus relies on the faces to sell the 
song, the performance loses a lot of appeal. Of course 
the video supplies many close-up shots but not every-
one has a front row seat. 

Narrangansett Bay Chorus, Providence, Rhode Is-
land 
           Music Man Medley (Wells Fargo wagon / Sev-
enty Six Trombones) 
All the singers were dressed in costume – there were 
even some men dressed as women (which just shows 
the lengths some choruses will go to…). They didn’t do 
a lot with the songs but the sound was OK. Some of the 
choreo had a messy appearance. 

Chorus of the Genesee, Rochester, New York 
           When I Grow Too Old To Dream 
A very well fed chorus wearing bright green waistcoats 
stretched too tight over somewhat paunchy tums. Faces 
were good. There was minimal choreography with this 
ballad but some of the front row went down on their 
knees at the end. For me the song was too drawn out in 
striving for sentimentality and had a lethargic feel. 

Hunterdon Harmonizers, Hunterdon County, N. J. 
           Gone Medley (I Can’t Go On / All That I Have Is 
Gone) 
Bright red jackets and white trousers made the chorus 
look like two large horizontal red and white stripes. The 
medley was sung with plenty of enthusiasm for a slow 
ballad. The presentation relied on faces but the faces 
were easily lost in the sea of red. 

Great Lakes Chorus, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
           Rose Coloured Glasses 
This was a lively, well-synchronised performance by a 
medium-size chorus. The singing was a little choppy in 
places perhaps due to the almost excessive amount of 
well-executed choreography. Faces were easily lost in 

the sea of white jackets  

Gentlemen of Fortune, New Westminster, B. C. 
           I Didn’t Want To Fall 
This was a bright and lively performance with the direc-
tor doing a slick costume change. The singing was good, 
the choreo worked well and the faces matched the song. 

Mainliners, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 
            What a Wonderful Pal You Are 
- an ordinary song sung well! No choreo – faces only 
(some good, some poor). Interestingly, some of the 
younger faces are not as impressive as the older ones in 
a ballad. The silver grey trousers and dull green bro-
caide vests looked classy. 

Dukes of Harmony, Scarborough, Ontario 
           Alexander’s Ragtime Band / Alexander’s Band is 
Back in Dixieland (Medley) 
The excessive greenness of the chorus in their emerald 
green trousers, vests and bowler hats made some of the 
choreo difficult to see. Nevertheless, they sung and 
moved well. 

Thoroughbreds, Louisville, Kentucky 
           If I Had My Way 
- very good singing, good faces and minimal choreo. 
They wore grey tuxedo suits with several dull shades of 
vests. 

Singing Buckeyes, Columbus, Ohio 
           Bright Was The Night 
- not a song that I like but it does give plenty of scope to 
demonstrate barbershop skills. They sang very well and 
ALL the guys had good faces. They dressed in 1920’s 
gear. Some were seated. 

Heart of America Chorus, Kansas City, Missouri 
           Give Me A Band / My Baby 
- performed with plenty of front row choreography, but 
somewhat uncoordinated and ragged. Their white suits 
with red/gold vests made them look a pale mess in the 
long shots. 

Stockholm Chordmasters, Stockholm, Sweden 
           There’ll Be Some Changes Made 
I always enjoy the SNOBS and this performance was no 
exception. Their choruses have an abundance of young 
guys. They looked great in their black trousers and red 
or yellow or green or blue shirts. This was a fast-paced 
song with energetic choreography performed with great 
discipline. They sang well and it was a very entertaining 

1997 International Convention – Indianapolis – Top Choruses 
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performance. Could be a possible song for our chorus. 

10. Saltaires, Wasatch Front, Utah  
          Swanee 
- a most enjoyable performance - very fast, very together 
with well-disciplined moves and good singing. At times 
the guys were concentrating so hard that they forgot 
about their faces. The black suits with violet cummer-
bunds and bowties looked good. 

9. Heralds of Harmony, Tampa, Florida 
          Oh How I Miss You Tonight / When I Lost You 
(Medley) 
- good singing of the stop/start variety. Well rung chords 
with good dynamics. 

8. The Phoenicians, Phoenix Saguaro, Arizona 
          Dixie Medley (Listen To That Dixie Band / 
Original Dixieland One-Step (Medley) 
- a very good sound from a large chorus. The song was 
fast and the choreography very disciplined and featured a 
slick costume change.  

7. Great Northern Union, Hilltop, Minnesota 
          You Keep Coming Back Like A Song 
The chords rang well and the singing was very good. 
some of the notes were held a little too long for my lik-
ing “but, hey, it’s a competition and we have to show 
how competent we are”.  

6. Louisville Times, Louisville, Kentucky 
          Medley (Everybody Step / Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band) 
Only 32 singers dressed in grey trousers and olive green 
brocade vests but the choreo featured the whole chorus 
supplemented by some very effective marching moves 
by the front row. I loved the arrangement. Great singing 
by a small group. 

Masters of Harmony, California, (Guest chorus) 
          The Impossible Dream 
Just great! 

5. Big Chicken Chorus, Marietta, Georgia 
          I Got Rhythm / Crazy Rhythm  (Parody) 
          It’s Been A Heck Of A Day / Powder Your Face/ 
All Dressed Up With A Broken Heart (Parody) 
Ever seen a large chorus all wearing horn-rimmed 
glasses with false nose and bushy eyebrows? This chorus 
offers some of the craziest antics you’re ever likely to 
see – very slapstick – accompanied by excellent singing 
and slick choreography. They have loads of fun and it 
makes for great entertainment 

4. Southern Gateway Chorus, Cincinnatti, Ohio 

           Sonny Boy 
           When The Midnight Choo-Choo Leaves for Ala-
bam 
The chords rang well in “Sonny Boy”. However, in their 
up-tune they combined great singing with top choreog-
raphy and very good faces. They had a young and ath-
letic front row. One guy spun around so fast he nearly 
fell over. 

3. Ambassadors of Harmony, St Charles, Missouri 
           Mississippi Mud 
           Hard Times Come Again No More 
So what would you wear to sell these songs? How about 
multi-coloured shirts, trousers rolled up and bare feet 
and you’d be ready to stamp in that Mississippi Mud. 
This was a great arrangement, sung superbly and sold 
with great faces and choreography. You just KNEW the 
guys loved singing this song. The ballad offered five 
short verses, each with a different arrangement, and they 
sang with great expression and dynamics and let the 
mood be seen in their faces.  

2. New Tradition, Northbrook, Illinois 
           A Little Bit of Heaven 
           McNamara’s Band / With A Shillelagh Under My 
Arm / Dance All Our way To Ireland (Irish Medley) 
This lovely ballad – you know the one that ends with 
“and they called it Ireland” – was belted out with gusto 
and patriotic pride more like a version to be sung at a 
football grand final rather than a romantic song. But, 
BOY, CAN THEY SING! The Irish Medley featured 
excellent sing and disciplined choreography. Very enter-
taining! In keeping with the Irish theme they wore an 
emerald sash over their black suits. 

1. The Vocal Majority, Dallas, Texas 
           My Buddy / You’ll Never Know (Medley) 
           Redhead! 
Uniform: grey tux with a red pocket-handkerchief and 
RED SOCKS. 
Well… it was just magnificent singing – great faces and 
ringing, beautifully balanced chords with great expres-
sion. Technically outstanding! 
“Redhead” was superb! A spine-tingling performance 
you just have to see again and again (and you can if 
you borrow the video from our library). The singing 
was beautiful and the extensive choreography involved 
the whole chorus. The song finishes with a magnificent 
bass hanger. Even the spouse will enjoy this one. 
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Ian Lushey took over from James Wettenhall as M.D. at the 
start of 2002. Here Ian reviews his first year at the helm and 
lists his aims for 2003. 

The highlight of the year was the “Barbershop Variety 
Spectacular” at the George Woods Performing Arts 
Centre. Our thanks must go to Tom Smith for the 
original concept and for putting it all together. In the 
end the show was a success because of the hard work 
and commitment to a quality performance from all the 
Melbournaires and the support acts. 

The brief coaching session from Don Kahl in July was 
inspiring for us all. I think it highlighted how much we 
can benefit from visiting coaches. I will work with the 
committee in 2003 to arrange some coaching visits for 
us. 

I enjoyed our gig at the ABC studios. The quality of 
singing on that night was very high. Funnily enough, I 
also enjoyed the Salvation Army job at Spencer Street 
station. It was a fair effort to arrange the song and get it 
all ready for the day but the audience seemed to like it. 
Even the Mayor had a good time. 

I guess it would be an understatement to say that we 
were a little short on “gigs” in 2002. I hope that we can 
increase the number of sing-outs and performances in 
2003 in spite of it being a convention year. Now that we 
have a leg in at Federation Square I am looking forward 
to performing there in the New Year. If we promote 
our variety show and have a “pleasant Sunday 
afternoon” or two, it will help keep us on our toes and 
assist us financially for our trip to Perth. We have such a 
depth of talent in the Melbournaires that our concerts 
should be  

Objectives for 2003 
Membership 
We need to work hard to build our numbers with men 
who love to sing and who will work to reach a high 
standard. Singing is great fun (most of the time) and it 
is also good for you. New men must be encouraged to 
reach the audition stage as soon as possible. 

Individual commitment 
I know that you have heard this before, but it is 
important that every member reserves Monday 
night for rehearsal and practices regularly 
throughout the week. We need to practise at home if 

we are to be rock solid on our notes, intonation, posture 
and everything else we need to do as showmen. Even 
though we are a chorus, each member should be 
confident enough to hold his part (so to speak) 
independently of his section. Quartet singing is great 
for this and I encourage you all to have a go at 
quartetting throughout the year. Sing with confidence. 
Be a leader not a shadow! The job is not difficult if you 
give more of your time to practise. 

Your face is your fortune 
“Get the gleam” we were told constantly by Wally Coe, 
that celebrated Canadian coffin constructer. This is not 
just about sparkling eyes but also about attitude and 
total involvement in the job that we are doing. 
Concentrate on setting your face, having the right 
posture, relaxing your singing mechanism and working 
your diaphragm. Be “switched on” whenever we are 
rehearsing or performing. In 2003 there will be regular 
singing craft sessions to improve the skills of newer 
members and help reinforce our own singing skills. 

Presentation 
With the help of Steve and Fiona Johnson and Brenda 
as our coach, our presentation will be up with the best 
this year. The music team will select new songs that 
lend themselves to a varied and believable presentation 
and are musically strong. Again it will be up to each 
member to practise at home so the moves become 
an integral part of the song. 

Perth Convention 2003 
It goes without saying that we will aim to do our very 
best in Perth in October. We have a strong foundation 
of skills that we can build on. I will ask the section 
leaders to monitor and help each singer in their section 
through the regular use of riser tapes. Do not wait until 
there is an official riser tape session but do it regularly 
throughout the year. Give your section leader 
something to do with his idle moments. If you do not 
have a tape recorder then borrow someone else’s. The 
chorus will achieve its goals through individual 
commitment and a constant quest for improvement. 

Thank you, gentlemen 
It is an honour for me to be called your musical director 
and be allowed to wave my hands in front of such an 
accomplished group of performers. Let’s aim high in 
2003 and make each post a winner. 

Excerpts from the MUSICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT on 2002 
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Christmas Function with the Melbourne Chorus, Alfred’s Homestead, 
Warrandyte on 18th December 2002 

Only “Three Foot Two” (two on the left) of “Six 
Foot Four” could make it but you can follow their 
gigs at www.harmonize.com/6foot4/news.html  

Alan had the Melbournaires support him when he 
sang, “Remember Dad on Mothers Day” 

The Melbourne Chorus of Sweet Adelines showed us 
that the barbershop style worked for women, too. 

“The 1812 
Quartet” (formed for their 
first gig on 18/12/02) sang 

three songs. 
 

The ladies of Sound 
Company were first up on 

stage when the 
entertainment began. 

“Jigsaw” “ooh”ed the intro to “The Christmas Song” 

John and Doug joined Three Foot Two to let Ian exercise his 
vocal chords. The final barbershop salute was a liitle 

exaggerated.  
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Phil, Tom, Alan  and George and their wives had a 
great time. 

Ian and Margaret Lushey and their daughters enjoyed 
the Christmas fun 

...and the food was very tasty and you 
could come back for seconds. For some 

the singing got in the way of their 
eating. Others ate on undeterred. 

Guest night 2003 

Frank, Mike, Alan, Mal, Roger and Peter got us 
some free publicity in the Leader Newspapers by 

letting a few chords rip around a car that was older 
and better maintained than they were. 

Current Affairs Corner 
News bulletin: K-Marts in Iraq will stop trading in late 
March. When they re-open it will be as Targets! 
 
But if there is a war, and Iraq WINS, then... 


